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Welcome
Welcome to the Public Interest Environmental Law Conference (PIELC), the premier annual gathering for environmentalists in the world!  Now in its 
27th year, the conference unites activists, attorneys, students, scientists, and community members to share their expertise and insights.  With keynote 
addresses, workshops, films, celebrations, and over 100 panels, PIELC is world-renowned for its energy, innovation, and inspiration.  

Solidarity! United Action for the Greener Good

It is 2009 and we no longer have excuses. Even by conservative accounts, the scope of  the climate crisis is immeasurable and we are fast approaching a 
point beyond which our environment will not recover. The global economy verges on collapse, a reality that may slow our disastrous pattern of  unchecked 
consumption, but that may also cause environmental issues to lose critical political focus gained in recent years. Collective action across borders, party lines, 
sectors, and communities offers promise for the innovation and change required to adapt to our changing climate and to prevent further degradation. 
This year PIELC calls for Solidarity! understanding that together we offer far greater hope to  future generations than any one of  us can achieve alone.  

Welcome to NAELS

Land Air Water (LAW) is proud to be hosting the annual National Association of  Environmental Law 
Societies conference in conjunction with PIELC this year!  NAELS is a coalition of  over 50 law student 
groups working to connect, educate, and inspire the next generation of  environmental leaders.  LAW is 
proud to stand in solidarity with other groups from across the nation and is pleased to bring everyone 
under the same umbrella at this year’s conference.  For more information, see http://www.naels.org.

Welcome to ELAW

Public interest lawyers from 10 countries founded the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW) 
in 1989. These lawyers were working together at the 1989 PIELC. As they talked, they discovered that 
communities in their countries were facing similar environmental challenges. They realized that if  they could share strategies and legal and scientific 
information across borders, they could promote environmental protection more effectively.

ELAW’s founders agreed to collaborate, replicate successful environmental policies, and learn from each other’s experience. Today, more than 300 public 
interest advocates from 70 countries participate in the ELAW network.  Lawyers and scientists in the U.S. office of  ELAW in Eugene, Oregon, col-
laborate with partners around the world to help them protect the environment through law. ELAW is helping grassroots advocates win lasting victories 
for communities and the environment, and building a global corps of  skilled, committed advocates who will be working to protect the environment 
for years to come.

In odd-numbered years, ELAW holds its annual meeting in February or March in Oregon so that ELAW lawyers from around the world can participate 
in PIELC. 

For more information about ELAW, see http://www.elaw.org.

Events at this year’s conference specific to NAELS or ELAW are indicated by the following graphics:

Reducing the Conference Carbon Footprint

Each year PIELC organizers look for ways to reduce our environmental footprint and we are eager to share ideas at the conference.  Carbon offsets 
from this year’s donations will be aggregated at the end of  the conference and donated to Bonneville Environmental Foundation.

Offsetting is an inexact method.  There are understandably different views on the appropriateness of  converting carbon emissions to dollars and cents 
-- our aim is not to promote offsetting as an end.  We share the ultimate goal of  eliminating carbon-based forms of  energy.  We feel that gatherings like 
PIELC, which provide a forum for strategizing large-scale policy shifts, are a step toward a carbon-free future.  Unfortunately, attendees must use out-
dated technology to get to the conference.  In light of  that cost, one socially responsible approach is to make a donation to on-the-ground organizations 
that are helping us move away from carbon-based energy.   

Tabling groups are linked to our website at www.pielc.org.  Instead of  stocking up on flyers and brochures, consider logging on to tablers’ websites for 
their latest information.  Even easier, sign-up sheets at each table allow you to request tabling information by email.

Conference meal planners have worked extra hard this year to ensure that most foods served are locally-grown and organic, thereby greatly reducing 
emissions from that sector.  The University of  Oregon Law School has completed installation of  energy efficient lighting, and motion-sensor off-switches 
will soon be installed in all classrooms.  Finally, we are again striving for 100% recycling or composting of  all possible conference wastes.

Check out the Court Cafe located in the Knight Law School for snack options including vegan and vegetarian soups and salads, open 7:30 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Fri. & Sat. (closed Sun.).  Book signing by PIELC authors to be held near the Court Cafe throughout Friday & Saturday.



2:00 P.M. Registration Open

3:45 P.M. Panels

7:00 P.M. Keynote Addresses
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SCHEDULE
Friday Saturday
Governing Board Meeting / Elections
(Law 141)

2009-2012 NAELS Planning Session
(Law 141)

2:15 - 5:00 P.M.

Students Invited to Attend Paul Persons 
Student Reception (1236 Kincaid St.)

NAELS Alumni / Student Meetup
(Villard St. Pub, 1417 Villard St.)

5:00 - 7:00 P.M.

NAELS Presentation
(Ballroom EMU/Before Keynote)

7:00 P.M.

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
8:00a Registration Open

9:00a Panels

9:00a-4:00p ENR Open House

10:30a Panels

12:00p Lunch

12:15p Keynote Addresses

2:15p Panels

3:45p Panels

3:45p Special Film Event

5:00p Student Reception

5:30p Indigenous Peoples
Reception

5:30p-7:00p Dinner

7:00p Keynote Addresses

9:00p PIELC Celebration

8:00a Registration Open

8:15a Ethics CLE Workshop

9:00a Panels

10:30a Panels

12:00p Lunch

12:15p Keynote Address

2:00p Special Event Hike

2:15p Panels

3:45p Special Event Presentation

3:45p Special Film Events

3:45p Panels

4:00p LL.M. Reception

5:00p UO Alumni Reception

5:30p-7:00p Dinner

7:00p Keynote Addresses

9:00a Registration Open

9:00a Panels

10:00a Special Event Excursion

10:30a Special Film Event

10:30a Panels

12:15p Closing Keynote Address

at a Glance

* Continue reading for further details on events, keynotes, and panels listed above; please see the meal schedule on page 18

PIELC
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Keynote Biographies
Anhthu Hoang
Thursday, 7-9 P.M.
Anhthu Hoang is the general counsel for 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice, the 
first environmental justice organization 
in New York City. WE ACT is dedicated 
to building community power to fight 
environmental racism and improve 
environmental health, protection, and policy 
in communities of  color. Ms. Hoang uses 
public health and legal research to develop 
legislative and policy strategies aimed at 
achieving a safe, healthy, and sustainable 
environment for low-income communities 
of  color, especially those in Northern 
Manhattan. Ms. Hoang has spoken at New 
York City law schools and to public health 
groups promoting environmental justice 
and sustainable environmental planning. 
She has also published articles regarding 
the environmental planning and review 
process. Before launching her legal career, 
Ms. Hoang was a postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of  California at Berkeley 
where she studied the biological impacts of  
agricultural pesticide contamination on wild 
populations of  amphibians.  Ms. Hoang 
holds a Ph.D. in ecology and evolutionary 
biology and a J.D.

Pablo Fajardo Mendoza
Thursday, 7-9 P.M.
Attorney Pablo Fajardo Mendoza is a 2008 
Goldman Prize recipient and received the 
CNN Heroes Award in 2007.  He has led 
an unprecedented community-driven legal 
battle against a global oil giant and what has 
been called one of  the most catastrophic 
environmental disasters in human history.  
Mr. Fajardo Mendoza, who resides in one 
of  the affected communities, was born 
the very year that Chevron Texaco started 
extracting oil in Ecuador.  He has remained 
dedicated to this cause in company with 
Ecuadorian indigenous and farming 
communities.  Along with the affected 
people, he has demanded a complete 
cleanup of  nearly 17 million gallons of  
crude oil and 20 billion gallons of  drilling 
wastewater that have contaminated 
thousands of  hectares of  the Ecuadorian 
Amazon forest.  Mr. Fajardo Mendoza’s 
effort has involved substantial personal risk 
and is potentially the largest environmental 
lawsuit ever filed in the world. Despite 
the fact that this battle has lasted more 

than fifteen years, indigenous and farming 
communities, along with Mr. Fajardo 
Mendoza, are willing to keep fighting 
until Chevron Corporation restores the 
ecosystem, allowing affected communities 
to live a decent life.

Claudia Polsky
Friday, 12:15-2 P.M.
Attorney Claudia Polsky is the Deputy 
Director of  the Office of  Pollution 
Prevention and Green Technology (P2 
Office) in California’s Department of  Toxic 
Substances Control (DTSC).  The P2 Office 
is central to the implementation of  new 
(2008) legal authority that gives California 
expansive ability to regulate toxic chemicals 
in consumer products.  Instead of  focusing 
on cleanup of  past pollution -- the historic 
emphasis of  DTSC -- the P2 Office looks 
to the future by preventing the use of  
toxic materials in consumer products and 
industrial operations.  Ms. Polsky’s duties 
include implementing California’s Green 
Chemistry Initiative, overseeing hazardous 
waste source-reduction programs, and 
working with staff  engineers to evaluate 
and deploy new environmental technologies 
that reduce the need for toxic chemicals.  
Before joining DTSC, Ms. Polsky worked 
for the California Department of  Justice, 
Earthjustice, Public Citizen Litigation 
Group, and The Nature Conservancy. 
She holds an undergraduate degree from 
Harvard University, and a J.D. from Boalt 
Hall School of  Law, where she was Editor-
in-Chief  of  Ecology Law Quarterly. She is 
also a former Fulbright Scholar, receiving 
a Master’s of  Applied Science in Natural 
Resource Management.

Stephen Stec
Friday, 12:15-2 P.M.
As well as the former head of  the 
Environmental Law Program of  the 
Regional Environmental Center (REC), Mr. 
Stec is one of  the authors of  The Aarhus 
Convention Implementation Guide and main 
editor for the Access to Justice Handbook under 
the Aarhus Convention. The subject of  
the Aarhus Convention goes to the heart 
of  the relationship between people and 
governments. The Aarhus Convention is 
not only an environmental agreement; it 
is also a Convention about government 
accountability, transparency and 

responsiveness.  The Aarhus Convention 
grants the public rights and imposes on 
parties and public authorities obligations 
regarding access to information and public 
participation and access to justice.  Mr. Stec 
now works as Adjunct Professor at Central 
European University (HU) and Associate 
Scholar at Leiden University (NL).

Katharine Redford
Friday, 7-9 P.M.
Co-Founder and U.S. Office Director of  
Earth Rights International, Ms. Redford 
is a graduate of  the University of  Virginia 
School of  Law, where she received the 
Robert F. Kennedy Award for Human 
Rights and Public Service. She is a member 
of  the Massachusetts State Bar and served 
as counsel to plaintiffs in ERI’s landmark 
case Doe v. Unocal. Ms. Redford received 
an Echoing Green Fellowship in 1995 to 
establish ERI, and since that time has split 
her time between ERI’s Thailand and U.S. 
offices. In addition to working on ERI’s 
litigation and teaching at the EarthRights 
Schools, Ms. Redford currently serves as 
an adjunct professor of  law at both UVA 
and the Washington College of  Law at 
American University. She has published on 
various issues associated with human rights 
and corporate accountability, in addition 
to co-authoring ERI reports such as In 
Our Court, Shock and Law, and Total Denial 
Continues. In 2006, Ms. Redford was selected 
as an Ashoka Global Fellow.

Matthew Pawa
Friday, 7-9 P.M.
Attorney Matthew Pawa is a litigator who 
has represented governments, nonprofit 
groups, citizens, and small businesses in a 
wide range of  environmental, constitutional, 
and antitrust cases, including class actions 
and individual cases.  In 2001, he opened 
the Law Offices of  Matthew F. Pawa, 
P.C., to provide representation in major 
environmental cases for government and 
nonprofit clients.  He conceived of  and 
developed the global warming case for 
eight states, the City of  New York and two 
nonprofit groups that was filed in July, 2004, 
against five major power companies that 
emit large quantities of  greenhouse gases.  
Mr. Pawa successfully defended Friends of  
the Earth, the Earth Island Institute, Rain 
Forest Action Network, and other national 

*All keynote addresses are held in the EMU Ballroom.  Information about recording keynote speeches is on the back cover.
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environmental groups in Western Fuels 
Association v. Turning Point Project, No. 00-CV-
074 (D. Wyo. 2001), in which an association 
of  coal-burning power companies alleged 
false statements regarding global warming.  
He also successfully defended citizens in 
Ohio and West Virginia in a case by the 
owners of  a hazardous waste incineration 
facility that alleged defamation and 
interference with business relations.

Derrick Jensen
Saturday, 12:15-2 P.M.
Derrick Jensen is the acclaimed author 
of  thirteen books, including A Language 
Older Than Words, The Culture of  Make 
Believe, and Endgame. Author, teacher, 
activist, small farmer, and leading voice 
of  uncompromising dissent, he has been 
hailed as the philosopher poet of  the 
environmental movement. Writes Publishers 
Weekly, “Jensen paints on a huge canvas 
an emotionally compelling and devastating 
critique of  the intellectual, psychological, 
emotional and social structure of  Western 
culture.” His premise is as profound as it is 
persistent: industrial civilization is inherently 
unsustainable. Mr. Jensen weaves together 
history, philosophy, environmentalism, 
economics, literature, and psychology 
to produce a powerful argument and a 
passionate call for action. He guides us 
toward concrete solutions by focusing on 
our most primal human desire: to live on 
a healthy earth overflowing with uncut 
forests, clean rivers, and thriving oceans 
that are not under the constant threat of  
being destroyed.  Mr. Jenson writes for The 
New York Times Magazine, Audubon, and 
The Sun Magazine, among many others. 
He holds a degree in creative writing from 
Eastern Washington University, a degree 
in mineral engineering physics from the 
Colorado School of  Mines, and has taught 
at Eastern Washington University and 
Pelican Bay State Prison. 

Gail Small
Saturday, 7-9 P.M.
Gail Small is the director of  Native Action, 
an environmental justice organization in 
Lame Deer, Montana. Ms. Small’s political 
engagement in energy issues began in the 
early 1970s, when she and other high school 
students were sent by the tribal government 
to visit coal extraction sites on the Navajo 
Reservation and in Wyoming, after the 
Bureau of  Indian Affairs (BIA) signed 

leases opening the Northern Cheyenne 
Reservation to strip-mining. Ms. Small 
later served on a tribal committee that 
successfully fought for the cancellation of  
the BIA coal leases. She received her law 
degree from the University of  Oregon and 
formed Native Action in 1984. Her work at 
Native Action includes litigation, drafting 
tribal statutes, and creating informational 
resources for tribal members.

Fernando Ochoa Pineda
Saturday, 7-9 P.M.
Fernando Ochoa Pineda is Legal Advisor 
for Pronatura Noroeste, a Mexican 
nonprofit organization and the Waterkeeper 
Program for the Baja California Peninsula.  
Mr. Ochoa Pineda has helped establish 
more than 60 conservation contracts to 
protect more than 150 thousand acres 
of  land in Northwest Mexico.  As the 
Executive Director of  Defensa Ambiental 
del Noroeste (DAN), Mr. Ochoa Pineda has 
successfully opposed several development 
and industrial projects that threatened 
ecosystems in the Sea of  Cortes and the 
Baja California Peninsula, having saved 
critical habitat for gray whales, whale sharks, 
and other endangered species.  Mr. Ochoa 
Pineda’s work has set important legal 
precedents on environmental law in order 
for local communities to gain participation 
in decision making processes, transparency, 
and access to justice.

Carla García Zendejas
Saturday, 7-9 P.M.
Carla García Zendejas is an attorney from 
Tijuana, Mexico, whose love of  her native 
region has committed her to collaborating 
with communities and organizations from 
Mexico and the U.S. on cross-border issues. 
In the past twelve years she has achieved 
numerous successes in cases involving 
energy infrastructure, water pollution, 
environmental justice and development of  
government transparency legislation.  Ms. 
García Zendejas has provided activists 
with critical knowledge to fight ill-advised 
liquefied natural gas terminals not only 
on the Baja California Peninsula but also 
on the U.S. Pacific Coast and in Spain. As 
a Fulbright Scholar she earned a Master’s 
in Law from the Washington College of  
Law at American University. Currently Ms. 
García Zendejas is developing strategies 
to protect the Baja California Peninsula 

and the Sea of  Cortez from unsustainable 
development projects.

Riki Ott
Sunday, 12:15-2 P.M.
Riki Ott experienced firsthand the 
devastating effects of  the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill—and chose to do something 
about it. She retired from fishing, founded 
three nonprofit organizations to deal with 
lingering social and economic harm, and 
wrote two books about the spill. Sound 
Truth and Corporate Myths focuses on the 
hard science-ecotoxicology, and the new 
understanding that oil is more toxic than 
previously thought. Not One Drop describes 
the soft science--the sociology of  disaster 
trauma, and the new understanding that 
our legal system does not work in cases 
involving wealthy corporations, complex 
science, and class-action. Ms. Ott draws on 
her academic training and experience to 
educate, empower, and motivate students 
and the general public to address the climate 
crisis and our energy future through local 
solutions. Ms. Ott lives in Cordova, Alaska, 
the fishing community most affected by the 
disaster.
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Thursday, February 26
REGISTRATION 2:00 – 6:00 P.M. 

AFTERNOON PANELS  •  3:45 – 5:00 P.M.

Strategies for Success: How Local Community Groups Team 
with Industry to Study Local Environmental Issues (Rogue 
EMU)
The panel will present three case studies in which community organizations 
were able to work with local industry and regulatory agencies to address 
environmental concerns associated with ambient air pollution.  Each case 
study will highlight the critical elements needed to create successful working 
relationships between community groups, local industry and regulatory agen-
cies.  Specific emphasis will be placed on identifying mechanisms that can be 
used on a broad basis for conflict resolution.
Dr. Don Gamiles PhD, President, Argos Scientific
Dr. Robert Crampton PhD, Research Associate, University of  Washington
Dana Dean, Principal, Law Offices of  Dean & Dean

The West Eugene Collaborative: Multi-party Decision Making 
After 20 Years of  Stalemate (Columbia 150)
For years, citizens of  Eugene and their elected representatives struggled over 
traffic planning on Eugene’s west side. Traffic volume grew, but acceptable 
solutions were not found. Facing this stalemate, key representatives of  the 
various interested constituencies (government, business, environmental, 
community) decided to convene collaborative, problem-solving negotiations 
to seek a solution that would address the traffic, economic development, and 
environmental concerns and that could then, with consensus, be submitted 
to the formal decision making process. This panel will tell that story.
Tim Hicks, Director, Conflict & Dispute Resolution Program, University of  Oregon
Mary O’Brien, Utah Forests Project Manager, Grand Canyon Trust
Kitty Piercy, Mayor of  Eugene
Gary Wildish, Member (Retired), Board of  Directors of  Chambers Construction
Tim McCabe, Associate, Oregon Consensus Program

At Odds? Animal Welfare & Human Welfare Juxtaposed 
(Umpqua EMU)
Animal and human welfare are often seen as at odds, at opposite ends of  
a spectrum, wherein we can safeguard one but at the expense of  the other. 
But where on the spectrum of  human welfare and animal welfare do we find 
balance, if  at all? This panel explores the many layers of  this debate based on 
the panelists’ experiences in animal law and international environmental law.
Kathy Hessler, Clinical Professor/Director, Animal Law Clinic, Lewis & Clark Law School
Pam Frasch, Director, Ctr. for Animal Law Studies, Lewis & Clark Law School
Erica Thorson, Clinical Professor, Int’l Env. Law Project, Lewis & Clark Law School

Development of  China’s Environmental Public Interest Litiga-
tion and Ways to Make Further Progress (Fir EMU)
China’s troubles with enforcing its environmental laws are well-known and 
present a critical juncture as China searches for tools to more effectively 

control environmental problems.  This panel is aimed at addressing China’s 
development of  an environmental public interest litigation system and the latest 
experiments in the Environmental Protection and Maritime Courts.  The panelists 
have rich work experience in academia, legislation, courts, and NGOs and will 
explore the topic from different perspectives.
Lv Zhongmei, Professor of  Law/President, Hubei University of  Economics
Zhang Zhongmin, Assoc. Prof. of  Law, Zhongnan Univ. of  Economics & Law
Alex Wang, Sr. Attorney/Director, NRDC China Environmental Law
Gao Jie, Staff  Attorney, NRDC China Environmental Law
Wang Canfa, Professor, Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims / ELAW

Oregon Land Use Update (Ben Linder EMU)
Oregon Land Use: retrospective & prospective case law update, Measure 49, 
proposed legislation including the Big Look Task Force and incorporating sustain-
ability principles into land use planning.
Pam Hardy, Attorney, Central Oregon Land Watch
Mary Kyle McCurdy, Attorney, 1000 Friends of  Oregon
Liam Sherlock, Attorney, Hutchinson, Cox, Coons, DuPriest, Orr, Sherlock

Agenda for a Sustainable America (Metolius-Owyhee-Coquille EMU)
“Sustainability” is quickly becoming a household word in the United States. Public 
alarm over climate change has helped to make sustainable development a major 
public policy issue and a topic of  growing importance in the daily lives of  Ameri-
cans. This discussion covers information relating to a comprehensive assessment 
of  U.S. progress toward sustainable development and a roadmap of  necessary 
next steps toward achieving a sustainable America.
John Dernbach, Professor of  Law, Widener Law

Climate Change and Public Lands: Emerging Legal Tools to En-
hance Ecosystem Resilience (Walnut EMU)
The legal implications of  climate change extend beyond the reach of  the Clean 
Air Act.  Recent cases point the way to an emerging aspect of  public lands and 
wildlife law.  This panel will address how our changing climate triggers provisions 
of  existing laws like NEPA, the Endangered Species Act, and federal planning 
requirements for public lands, and how this area of  the law will evolve in coming 
years.
Heidi McIntosh, Associate Director/Attorney, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich, Southwest Office Director, Western Environmental Law Center
Andrea Treece, Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity
Monique DiGiorgio, Conservation Strategist, Western Environmental Law Center

WEST COAST FILM PREMIERE: “CRUDE” 
5:10 - 6:50 (EMU Ballroom) – First showing since January’s Sundance Film Festi-
val.  The fight against Big Oil in the Amazon, including Pablo Fajardo’s inspiring case.

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES (EMU Ballroom)
7:00 – 9:00 P.M.
Anhthu Hoang
Pablo Fajardo Mendoza

Conference Sponsors
Land Air Water (LAW) is the world’s oldest environmental law student society.  Student members from the University of  Oregon 
School of  Law organize the Public Interest Environmental Law Conference on a wholly volunteer basis.  The conference is the 
premier annual gathering for environmentalists worldwide and is distinguished as the oldest and largest of  its kind. Now in its 
27th year, PIELC unites more than 3,000 activists, attorneys, students, scientists, and community members from over 50 countries 
around the globe to share their ideas, experience, and expertise.  LAW members also sponsor speakers and events at the university, 
organize volunteer activities, and publish the Western Environmental Law Update (WELU), an annual newsletter providing insight 
on developments in environmental law.

Friends of  Land Air Water (FLAW) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded by LAW members in 1993.  The board of  
directors includes alumni and students of  the University of  Oregon School of  Law.  Its primary interest is the annual PIELC.  
FLAW also provides a summer stipend program for University of  Oregon School of  Law students working in unpaid positions in 
environmental law. To learn more, visit http://pielc.org/pages/flaw.html
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Friday, February 27
REGISTRATION 8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

ENR CENTER OPEN HOUSE AND BOWERMAN 
FELLOWS PRESENTATION
9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. (Law 225)
All alumni, prospective students, interested members of  the public, and friends 
of  Oregon’s Environmental and Natural Resources Law Program (ENR) are 
welcome to stop by the Bowerman Center to  meet or reconnect with faculty and 
staff  and to learn more about the ENR Program.

10:30 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.
Special Presentation of  2008-09 Bowerman Fellows.  Please join us as this year’s 
law student fellows, Val Chermok, Kelly Fahl, and Mark McLaughlin, discuss: the 
viability of  a land use planning goal to address climate change issues; how those 
not holding water rights participate in stream adjudications; and administrative 
authority to address water shortages because of  climate-induced drought.

MORNING WORKSHOP

9:00-11:45 (Longhouse)
Cultural Conservation Easements
Cultural conservation easements (CCEs) blend the restrictive environmental 
protection of  conservation easements with the access provisions of  easements. 
CCEs are important for ensuring protection of  and access to culturally important 
sites that may not be in Native American ownership. Panelists representing Native 
and non-Native conservation interests will share examples of  CCEs and situations 
where CCEs could be applied. Panelists and participants will then examine possible 
terms of  CCEs, and work together to develop a list of  guidelines for CCEs. 
Chuck Sams, Executive Director, Tribal Lands Program, Trust for Public Land
Kurt Russo, Executive Director, Native American Land Conservancy
Theresa Carmody, Executive Director, Indian Land Working Group
Hawk Rosales, Executive Director, InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council
Trina Cunningham, Board Member, Feather River Land Trust
James Olmstead, Conservation Easement Attorney, Conservation and Preservation Council

EARLY MORNING PANELS • 9:00 – 10:15 A.M.

Trade and Global Warming (Walnut EMU)
When a U.S.-based manufacturing facility moves overseas, local GHG inventories 
show a reduction in pollution.  In reality, global emissions increase dramatically due 
to overseas relocation.  The embedded emissions associated with imported goods 
are a large and rapidly expanding portion of  Americans’ true carbon footprint.  
What responsibility do Americans bare for these emissions?  How do we account 
for them? What can we do address them?  Panelists from the Oregon DEQ, Sierra 
Club, and Apollo Alliance discuss these and related questions.
David Allaway, Policy Analyst (Solid Waste Program), Oregon DEQ
Barbara Byrd, Secretary-Treasurer, Oregon AFL-CIO
Erica Maharg, Global Trade Coordinator, Oregon Sierra Club
Arthur Stamoulis, Director, Oregon Fair Trade Campaign

Ocean Acidification: Cause, Effect, and Response (Law 242)
Anthropogenic CO2 emissions are now known to profoundly alter ocean chem-
istry through “ocean acidification,” a process distinct from the greenhouse effect.  
Acidification now represents one of  the primary threats to marine ecosystems, with 
consequences for the biosphere as grave as those associated with climate change.   
Absent legislation that specifically aims to slow ocean acidification, some existing 
laws may have adequate breadth to address this problem.  This panel covers the 
scientific basics, and presents opportunities for both collaborative and legal action.
Dr. Burke Hales, Assoc. Professor of  Chemical Oceanography, Oregon State University
Shiva Polefka, Marine Conservation Analyst, Environmental Defense Center
Miyoko Sakashita, Staff  Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity

Destination Resorts in Oregon: Impacts, Cases, and Legislative 
Outlook (Law 243)
Many Oregon counties have approved large-scale destination resorts over the 
past decades to generate more revenue. While resorts do generate tax dollars 
for counties, that revenue is offset by substantial costs imposed on nearby 
farms and ranches, commercial forests, and neighboring communities that 
must absorb added transportation and other infrastructure costs.  Panelists 
will present recent research on the costs and benefits of  resorts, discuss 
recent legal rulings, and explore the legislative outlook and changes in law 
proposed by advocacy groups.
Erik Kancler, Executive Director, Central Oregon LandWatch
Jan Wilson, Staff  Attorney, Western Environmental Law Center
Kate Kimball, Sr. Policy Analyst, 1000 Friends of  Oregon

Funding the Good Fight: How to Finance 
Your Public Interest Career (Law 175)
This panel will explore the various public interest fund-
ing programs available to help aspiring public interest 

attorneys manage academic debt.  Panelists will discuss eligibility and applica-
tion guidelines for summer public interest stipend programs, institutionally 
funded LRAP programs, state LRAP programs, and the new College Cost 
Reduction and Access Act (a federally funded public interest loan repayment 
program).  Panelists will also address the scope of  their various programs 
with specific emphasis on how to provide coordinated comprehensive debt 
management for students.
Zack Mazer, Stipend Administrator, Friends of  Land Air Water
Cathy Petrecca, Pro Bono & LRAP Coordinator, Oregon State Bar
Jamie Moffitt, Associate Dean of  Finance / LRAP Administrator, UO School of  Law
Elizabeth Bickford, Director, UO Office of  Studnet Financial Aid & Scholarships

“A Clear-cut Education”: Weyerhaeuser, Monsanto and Cono-
co-Philips Teaching Our Children! (Law 241)
From downplaying climate change to encouraging more timber harvest in 
our forests, corporate sponsored curriculum is tainting our schools.  All too 
often, this “corrosive curriculum” receives endorsement and even financial 
support from well known environmental groups.  What can be done and why 
is this flying under the radar? 
Greg Smith, Lewis & Clark College
John F. Borowski, Marine & Env. Science Teacher

Protecting Wildlife Corridors Across the West (Fir EMU)
Conservation of  large landscapes, and the corridors that connect them, is es-
sential to the long-term health of  our world and the species that inhabit it.  A 
diverse coalition of  partners – Western governors, businesses, scientists, land 
managers and the conservation community – has come together to protect 
these key areas and linkages.  Come learn about the latest efforts.
Jason Kibbey, Executive Director, Freedom to Roam
Monique DiGiorgio, Conservation Strategist, Western Environmnetal Law Center
Carlos Carroll, Research Ecologist, Klamath Center for Conservation Research

Human Rights and the Environment (Ben 
Linder EMU)
In their new book, Human Rights and the Environment, 
Svitlana Kravchenko and John Bonine explore the 

convergence of  human rights and environmental law.  They will discuss their 
research and recognize student research contributors.  Next, 2008 Gold-
man Prize recipient, Pablo Fajardo Mendoza will talk about the influence of  
indigenous rights on his battle with Chevron Texaco to clean up its pollution 
in Ecuador. Guatemalan attorney Jeanette de Noack will then highlight her 
work defending clean water as a human right.  
John Bonine, Prof., UO School of  Law
Svitlana Kravchenko, Prof. / LL.M. Director, UO School of  Law
Jeanette de Noack, Co-founder, Alianza de Derecho Ambiental (Guatemala) / ELAW
Pablo Fajardo Mendoza, Goldman Prize Recipient, Amazon Defense Front / ELAW
William Rodgers, Prof., University of  Washington Law School
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Friday, February 27
Restructuring Cities, Suburbia, and Society to Meet Energy and 
Environmental Challenges (Law 283)
America faces the pressing challenges of  climate change and rising energy costs 
while maintaining a strong economy.   The need to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and energy consumption is greater than ever before.  The answer to our 
economic and energy problems may be even more fundamental than not using 
fossil fuels. This panel will examine key ways to change our existing infrastructure, 
building patterns, and society to meet the dual challenges of  climate change and 
energy costs while furthering economic growth.
Marc Schlosberg, Assoc. Prof., Dept. of  Planning, Public Policy, & Management, UO
Nico Larco, Assistant Prof., UO Dept. of  Architecture
Mark Gillem, Assistant Prof., UO Dept. of  Architecture

Where’s Your Indians? Successful  Indigenous Community Leader-
ship Tales from the Wild West and Alaska (Rogue EMU)
Tribal leaders discuss uranium mine contamination, tribal water rights, the Endan-
gered Species Act, traditional subsistence culture, environmental justice, climate 
change, human rights, and industrial development.
Deb Abrahamson, Director, SHAWL Society
Billie Jo Bray, President, Visions For Our Future
Nikos Pastos, Sociologist, Alaska’s Big Village Network & Ctr. for Water Advocacy
Carl Wassilie, Alaska’s Big Village Network

Potential for Wolf  Recovery in Oregon (Law 141)
The panel will look at the potential for wolf  recovery in Oregon, as well as recent 
legal aspects such as proposed delisting of  wolves in the Northern Rockies and 
implications for Oregon.
George Wuerthner, Foundation for Deep Ecology
Brent Brownscombe, Oregon Trout
Doug Honnold, Attorney, Earthjustice

Busting and Booming: Addressing Ongoing Uranium Development 
(Law 282)
This panel will address the well-known and novel approaches being used to address 
the ongoing uranium boom.  An overview of  the regulatory structures controlling 
uranium mining, milling, and waste disposal will be presented in context of  the dy-
namic, ongoing efforts involving local, regional, and national strategies to address 
uranium impacts on the public lands, Indian Country, and private lands.
Paul Robinson, Southwest Research and Information Center
Shannon Anderson, Organizer, Powder River Basin Resource Council
Travis Stills, Managing Attorney, Energy Minerals Law Center
Geoff  Fettus, Sr. Project Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council

Restoring Watersheds and Providing Green Jobs on Our National For-
ests: Creative Ways of  Working in the Future (Alsea-Coquille EMU)
As the largest road-building entity in the world, the Forest Service also stands to 
become the largest road-reclamation entity.  The new Legacy Roads and Trails 
Remediation Initiative (LRRI) provides funding nationally to scale back the FS 
road system, and to retrofit needed roads so they cause less environmental damage, 
especially to water resources.  Panelists will discuss the program’s economic op-
portunities, with a focus on green jobs in rural communities and the challenges and 
opportunities to expanding this unique watershed restoration program.
Sue Gunn, Washington State Representative, Wildlands CPR
Joe Kerkvliet, Economist, The Wilderness Society
Robin Stoddard, USFS Olympic NF
Kim Erion, Excavator Operator, LKE Corp.

Pacific Northwest Forest Legislation: Opportunities and Dangers 
(Metolius-Owyhee EMU)
After a quarter-century of  controversy over spotted owls, Pacific salmon and old-
growth forests, Congress may act to conserve and restore old forests. Forests and 
Public Lands Subcommittee Chair Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) and senior member 
of  the House Natural Resources Committee Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR) intend to 
advance legislation in the 111th Congress dramatically redirecting the management 
of  approximately 30 million acres of  forested federal public lands in the Pacific 
Northwest. Will it be good enough?

Andy Kerr, Advisor, Old Growth Legacy Campaign
Randi Spivak, Executive Director, American Lands
Mary Scurlock, J.D., Policy Director, Pacific Rivers Council
Rick Brown, Sr. Resource Specialist, Defenders of  Wildlife

LATE MORNING PANELS • 10:30 – 11:45 A.M.

Offshore Oil Development in a Warming Arctic (Ben Linder EMU)
Panel will focus on two major, interrelated threats to Arctic ecosystems and 
people: offshore oil development and global warming. Panelists will give an 
overview of  the threats and an update on pertinent U.S. litigation and legislation.
Chris Winter, Co-Executive Director, CRAG Law Center
Erik Grafe, Staff  Attorney, Earthjustice
Rebecca Noblin, Staff  Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity

Public Trust Doctrine: Pushing the Envelope (Alsea-Coquille EMU)
The public trust doctrine is frequently analyzed but rarely litigated.  This 
panel will discuss the ways in which public interest practitioners are “pushing 
the envelope” of  the public trust doctrine through litigation, in order to 
protect our common interests in natural resources.
Jim Wheaton, President, Environmental Law Foundation
Adam Keats, Sr. Counsel/Urban Wildlands Director, Center for Biological Diversity
Pam Hardy, Attorney, Central Oregon Land Watch

Environmental Justice Moving Forward (Law 241)
After more than 20 years of  experience with environmental justice issues, 
where do we stand today? How can government, private industry, public 
citizens, and academia best understand and tackle myriad environmental 
justice concerns? This panel will discuss approaches that have been taken in 
the past, their results, and likely future approaches. 
Barry Hill, Sr. Counsel for Environmental Governance, U.S. EPA
Nicholas Targ, Partner, Holland & Knight LLP
James Huffman, Erskine Wood Sr. Professor of  Law, Lewis & Clark Law School

Forest Law 101 (Law 283)
The panelists will provide an overview of  the laws 
governing our national forests, including the National 
Forest Management Act, National Environmental Policy 

Act, Appeals Reform Act, and Endangered Species Act.  The panelists’ 
objective is to assist attorneys, activists, and others in the understanding as to 
how these laws interrelate and apply to plans and projects proposed by the 
Forest Service within the National Forest System.  
Marc Fink, Sr. Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity
Ralph Bloemers, Co-Executive Director & Staff  Attorney, CRAG Law Center

Marine Mammals and Navy Sonar (Law 282)
This panel will look at the effects of  sonar on marine mammals.  It will 
examine actions by the Navy off  the coasts of  California and Hawai’i, and 
recent court decisions including Winters v. NRDC.  It will then provide 
discussion on proposed actions by the Navy in Georgia, Florida, Hawai’i, 
Southern California, the entire Atlantic Coast, and the Gulf  of  Mexico.
Taryn Kiekow, Staff  Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council
Michael Stocker, Bio-Acoustician / Founder, Ocean Conservation Research
Paul Achitoff, Managing Attorney, Earthjustice

Protecting Wilderness Values on the Public Lands (Law 243)
Ed Abbey wrote, “The idea of  wilderness needs no defense.  It only needs 
more defenders.”  Six years after the Bush Administration’s infamous “no 
more wilderness” settlement with the State of  Utah, conservationists’ litiga-
tion finally has begun to restore BLM’s authority and obligation to inventory 
for and study impacts to wilderness values on the public lands.  This panel 
will discuss Utah v. Norton and its fallout, and recent litigation targeting BLM 
decisions that threaten to compromise wilderness values on the public lands.
Jim Angell, Managing Attorney, Earthjustice
Heidi McIntosh, Associate Director, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
Mac Lacy, Sr. Attorney, Oregon Natural Desert Association
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Friday, February 27
Free-flowing Forever: Lessons Learned in River Conservation 
around the Globe (Fir EMU)
Dams, pollution, diversion, overuse, and now climate change threaten rivers 
around the globe. What lessons have we learned in legal and other approach-
es to ensure the future health of  rivers world-wide? This panel examines the 
successes and failures of  the 40-plus year-old U.S. Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act, the forging of  transboundary river protection on Europe’s historic 
Danube River, and the new challenge of  seeking permanent protection for 
China’s great river canyons.    
Olya Melen, Goldman Prize Winner, LLM Student, Nottingham University
Andy Kerr, Czar, The Larch Company
Kristen McDonald, Director, China Rivers Project

Securing Attorneys’ Fees under the Equal Access to Justice 
Act (Walnut EMU) 
This panel will be a group discussion on strategies and opportunities 
to litigate clients’ entitlement to obtaining attorneys’ fees under EAJA.  
Additionally, the panel will explore disputes over fees sought under 
citizen suit provisions. 
Pete Frost, Attorney, Western Environmental Law Center

Climate Change Torts – Past, Present, and Looking to the 
Future (Law 175)
This panel will explore the feasibility of  using well-established and 
novel tort theories in future climate change litigation, against the 
backdrop of  several climate change torts suits that have already been 
brought and those currently on appeal. Panelists will combine their 
expertise in tort litigation, trial experience, environmental law, and 
climate change as they analyze the capability of  the torts framework 
to redress the injuries of  those who have been negatively and 
disproportionately impacted by greenhouse gas emissions.  
Christopher B. Dolan, The Dolan Law Firm, San Francisco
Brent Newell, Legal Director, Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment
Matthew Pawa, Partner, Law Offices of  Matthew F. Pawa, P.C.

Bringing a Voice to Disadvantaged 
Communities Around the World (Law 242)
A group of  international public interest lawyers 
will describe landmark cases they have brought on 

behalf  of  underrepresented communities to combat pollution, and to 
protect land and water rights.    
Lucia Xiloj, Attorney, Rigoberta Menchu Tum Foundation (Guatemala)
Zhang Jingjing, Attorney, CLAPV (China) / ELAW
Fernando Dougnac, Founder, Fiscalia del Medio Ambiente (Chile) / ELAW

Nuclear Energy is Not the Answer to Global Warming (or Any-
thing Else) (Rogue EMU)
Nuclear energy is being touted as a solution to global warming because 
nuclear power plants do not emit greenhouse gas.  Fueled by large fed-
eral subsidies, there are currently pending before the NRC applications to 
contsruct 26 new reactors in the U.S.  From uranimum mining to disposal of  
radioactive waste, the problems associated with nuclear energy far outweigh 
the potential benefits of  building new reactors. 
Larry Sanders, Turner Environmental Law Clinic, Emory University School of  Law
David Weisman, Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility
Jim Harding, Economist, Harding Consulting

Fire-Adapted Forest Restoration: Science and Law (Law 141)
Restoration of  fire-adapted forest ecosystems on public lands is scientifically and 
legally controversial. This panel discusses strategies citizen activists use to prevent 
federal land managers from logging national forests in order to “save” them from 
“catastrophic wildfire.” It introduces fire ecology and restoration principles, dis-
cusses recent litigation on fuel management in an eastern Oregon wildlife reserve, 
and describes the most significant action in the nation currently proposed under 
the Healthy Forest Restoration Act.
Chad Hanson, Ph.D., Executive Director, John Muir Project
Daniel Kruse, Legal Director, Cascadia Wildlands Project
Jay Lininger, Ecologist, Center for Biological Diversity

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES (EMU Ballroom)
12:15 – 2:00 P.M.
Claudia Polsky
Stephen Stec  

NAELS SPECIFIC EVENT
2:15 – 5:00 P.M.
NAELS Governing Board Meeting (Law 141)

AFTERNOON WORKSHOP • 2:15 – 4:15 P.M.
Adapting Large Landscapes to Climate Change: What Kind of  Fu-
ture and What Are the Options for Preparation? (Ben Linder EMU)
Most climate scientists agree that there is unequivocal evidence of  global climate 
change; it is largely human caused, and accelerating.  Therefore, what we do in the 
coming decade in response to climate change will determine whether the impacts 
are severe or catastrophic.  A workshop panel of  leading scientists and policy 
experts will explore the application of  climate change science to preparation 
strategies particularly relevant to public lands policies and human communities.  It 
will include an engaging discussion of  the necessary elements of  climate change 
preparation.
Dr. Dominick DellaSala, National Center for Conservation Science & Policy
Dr. Philip Mote, Climate Impacts Group, University of  Washington
Dr. Erica Fleishman, Nat’l Ctr. for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis, UC Santa Barbara
Roger Hamilton, Climate Leadership Initiative, University of  Oregon
Randi Spivak, American Lands

EARLY AFTERNOON PANELS • 2:15 – 3:30 P.M.

Invoking the Endangered Species Act to Safeguard Oregon’s State 
Forests (Law 110)
The biggest and oldest trees currently being clearcut in Oregon are located on 
state public lands, notably the little-known Elliott, Clatsop and Tillamook State 
Forests. Utilizing the multifaceted Endangered Species Act, a determined coalition 
is working to halt this reckless logging that threatens a number of  endangered and 
imperiled species, including the marbled murrelet, northern spotted owl, coho 
salmon and dusky tree vole.
Noah Greenwald, Biodiversity Program Director, Center for Biological Diversity
Stephanie Parent, Attorney
Francis Eatherington, Conservation Program Director, Umpqua Watersheds
Josh Laughlin, Conservation Director, Cascadia Wildlands Project

Conflicts Between Domestic Sheep Grazing and Wild Bighorn 
Sheep (Metolius-Owyhee EMU)
Conflicts between domestic sheep grazing and bighorn sheep arise because 
domestic sheep can transmit disease to bighorn sheep that leads to respiratory 
infections in bighorns and significant die-offs of  bighorn sheep populations.  
These conflicts have led to litigation in Idaho and California over management 
of  domestic sheep grazing on public lands.  This panel will discuss the disease 
transmission issue, litigation against federal agencies related to this issue, and the 
interests of  Indian tribes in protecting bighorn sheep. 
Laurie Rule, Staff  Attorney, Advocates for the West
Justin Augustine, Staff  Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity
Mike Lopez, Tribal Staff  Attorney, Nez Perce Tribe
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Reassessing the Northwest Forest Plan in Light of  New Science 
(Law 184)
Recent conservation science research has significant new implications for pro-
tecting forest ecosystems in the Pacific Northwest.  This panel of  scientists will 
discuss their findings and its ramifications for the Northwest Forest Plan and 
prospective new forest legislation. 
Dr. Carlos Carrol, Director, Klamath Center for Conservation Research
Dr. Chad Hanson, Executive Director, John Muir Project
Dr. Chris Frissell, Director of  Science & Conservation, Pacific Rivers Council

Navigating the Criminal Courts: A Guide for Activists (Law 142)
We will provide an overview of  the criminal trial process, and address issues 
which commonly arise in activist cases, including:  the importance of  embracing 
the politics of  the case, maintaining cohesion and solidarity among co-defendants 
and the wider activist community, and communicating securely in the Orwellian 
age of  warrantless surveillance.  This is a panel for both activists and lawyers.
Ben Rosenfeld, Attorney, Board Member of  Civil Liberties Defense Center
Lauren Regan, Attorney, Executive Director of  Civil Liberities Defense Center

Brownfields: Successes, Precedents, and Innovation (Alsea-
Coquille EMU)
The Brownfields Program has been a successful program. How it began, how it 
works, and how it might serve as a precedent and model for other innovations will 
be explored. 
David Boyd, Director, Redwood Coast Energy Authority
Dan Ihara, Instructor, Humboldt State University Dept. of  Economics

Common Law Theories for Protecting the Environment (Law 175)
Environmental common law litigation has reemerged in recent years as a powerful 
second pathway alongside statutory avenues for practitioners, communities, and 
governments to seek redress for environmental wrongs. When is common law an 
effective environmental tool, and what are its limitations? Can it successfully ad-
dress today’s most complex environmental challenges such as climate change? 
Denise Antolini, Professor/Director, Env. Law Prog., William S. Richardson School of  Law
Matthew Pawa, Partner, Law Offices of  Matthew F. Pawa, P.C.
James Huffman, Erskine Wood Sr. Professor of  Law, Lewis & Clark Law School

Talking Law: Communications Strategies for Environmental Litiga-
tors (Law 283)
Several years ago, Resource Media identified a surge of  news stories with the 
headline, “Environmentalists Sue,” appearing across the country.  At the same 
time, our partners in the field related that they were concerned about media cover-
age of  environmental litigation.  Designed to train environmental litigators and 
advocates to win in the court of  public opinion as well as the court of  law, this 
workshop will include our framing analysis, case studies, and a discussion of  op-
portunities to improve the framing and media coverage of  environmental lawsuits. 
Scott Miller, CEO, Resource Media
Harlin Savage, Resource Media
Greg Costello, Executive Director, Western Environmental Law Center

Indigenous Enforcement of  Environmental Laws, 
Both Traditional and Statutory (Law 243)
The panel will explore what legal or policy mechanisms are 
available to increase the authority of  Indigenous peoples to 

monitor or regulate resource management activities in their respective territories. 
Examples in jurisdictions throughout the world where Indigenous community-
based monitoring programs have designated authority to monitor and enforce 
land or marine use agreements in their territories will also be discussed.
Claire Hutton, Coordinator, Coastal Guardian/Watchmen Network, British Columbia
Cesar Gamboa, President, Derecho Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (Peru) / ELAW
Lucia Xiloj, Attorney, Rigoberta Menchú Tum Foundation (Guatemala)
Calvin Sandborn, Legal Director, Env. Law Ctr. Clinic, Univ. of  Victoria / ELAW
Theivanai Amarthalingam, Consumers’ Assoc. of  Penang (Malaysia) / ELAW

What’s Hot?  Teaching Climate Law (Law 241)
A roundtable discussion of  innovative strategies for teaching climate law, includ-

ing (but not limited to) professors Jamie Van Nostrand (Pace), Linda Krop 
(UCSB), Gabriel Eckstein (Texas Tech), Dick Hildreth (Oregon), Cara Horowitz 
(UCLA), Melissa Powers (Lewis & Clark), Svitlana Kravchenko (Oregon), Jacqueline 
P. Hand (Detroit), and John Dernbach (Widener).

Squeezing Oil from Stone: The Legal, Political and Moral Implica-
tions of  Oil Shale and Tar Sand Development in the U.S. (Law 242)
An overview of  the history of  oil shale and tar sands development in the 
United State’s Rocky Mountain West, including present day efforts to es-
tablish a commercial tar sands and oil shale industry in this region.  Current 
lawsuits are challenging the Bureau of  Land Management’s latest actions, 
such as the agency’s amendment of  resource management plans affecting 2 
million acres of  public lands in Colorado, Wyoming, and Utah, as well as the 
agency’s finalization of  commercial oil shale and tar sands development.
Mike Chiropolos, Land Programs Director, Western Resource Advocates
Joro Walker, Director (Utah Office), Western Resource Advocates
Erik Molvar, Executive Director / Wildlife Biologist, Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
Melissa Thrailkill, Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity

Clean Air Act Litigation: Using What Remains of  the One-
Hour Ozone Standard (Law 282)
A recent D.C. Circuit decision, SCAQMD v. EPA, affirmed that even though 
the 1-hour ozone standard has been revoked, several portions remain in 
effect.  Given that many areas are not going to meet the 1-hour ozone stan-
dard, how can advocates use this revoked standard to push for cleaner air? 
Brent Newell, Legal Director, Center on Race Poverty & the Environment
Mike Harris, Director, Environmental Law Clinic, University of  Denver

Energy Solutions for Sustainable Neighborhoods (Rogue EMU)
We need to reduce our carbon footprint!  Al Gore has issued a mandate 
that we get off  of  fossil fuels and onto 100% renewable energy in 10 years.  
This panel explores how this can be accomplished from various professional 
perspectives.  Among the topics explored will be green building industry 
standards, energy efficiency, renewable energy alternatives, new utility mod-
els, financing strategies, legislative issues, and policy considerations.
Clark Brockman, Associate Principal, SERA Architects
John Sorenson, Executive Director, Northwest Neighborhood Energy
Jeff  Hammarlund, Adjunct Associate Prof., Portland State University

SPECIAL FILM EVENT:
3:45 P.M. (Ballroom EMU)
The Cost of  Oil: Voices from the Arctic (45 Minutes)
Directed by Coulter Mitchell
Best Documentary, Festivus Film Festival 2009
The Cost of  Oil: Voices from the Arctic examines the subsistence lifestyle of  one 
Inupiat society in Point Hope, Alaska, that may be forever altered, or even 
destroyed, by exploration and drilling for oil in the Beaufort and Chukchi 
seas. Captivating images and footage from the Alaskan North Slope set the 
scene for the native peoples to describe how their cultural heritage, hunting 
methods, language, and subsistence lifestyle will be affected by offshore oil 
drilling. The Inupiat tell of  their struggles of  balancing the poverty relating to 
increased globalization with preserving their historical way of  life. Through this 
film, viewers discover the irony of  drilling for oil in order to become a more 
self-sustaining nation, and in doing so, potentially destroying a self-sustaining 
culture. What is the true cost of  oil to this Arctic culture?

LATE AFTERNOON PANELS • 3:45 – 5:00 P.M.

Student Involvement in Environmental Activ-
ism (Law 110)
Chico State is a center for sustainability activity and 
innovation, in fact dozens of  student groups now host 

over 100 sustainability-related events annually. This session will focus on 
their efforts to create a sustainable community of  student activists that con-
tinues to grow over time, and will do so in the context of  an annual trip that 
students organize to PIELC. Student reception to follow.
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Alan Rhoades, SCOOP
Gavin Dixon, Each One Teach One
Dana Fernbach, Earth Month Coordinator
Bri Saseen, Environmental Action and Resource Center
Deanna Dottai, Thought and Action
Marley Zalay, Compost Display Area
Chandra DesMarias, Net Impact
Lauren Pope, Zero Waste
Adele Pfister, AS Recycling
Erin Dacayanan, Environmental Affairs Commissioner

The Future of  the ESA: Suggestions for the New Administra-
tion (Law 282)
With the transition into a new and very different administration comes the 
potential for significant changes in how we address the problem of  protect-
ing vulnerable species, many of  which are in rapid decline.  The Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) has been plagued with controversy and often poor imple-
mentation. We will meet to discuss the potential for a better future.  What 
should be the top priorities for the Obama Administration?  Can the ESA 
achieve its noble goals? 
Daniel J. Rohlf, Prof. & Dir., Pacific Env. Advocacy Ctr., Lewis & Clark Law School
Noah Greenwald, Biodiversity Program Director, Center for Biological Diversity
Robert P. Davison, Ph.D., Sr. Policy Advisor, Defenders of  Wildlife
Kalyani Robbins, Assistant Professor, University of  Akron School of  Law

NEPA and ESA Requirements for Programmatic Actions 
(Law 142)
The panelists will discuss federal agency duties to prepare environmental 
analyses under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and consult 
with expert agencies under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) for program-
matic actions, such as national rules and  planning documents.  The Forest 
Service and Bureau of  Land Management are currently preparing numerous 
land management plans, and court challenges to nationwide rules and regula-
tions concerning the environment are likely to continue.  
Marc Fink, Sr. Attorney / Public Lands Forests Dir., Center for Biological Diversity
Kristen Boyles, Attorney, Earthjustice
Pete Frost, Attorney, Western Environmental Law Center

Next Steps in Forest Service Travel Planning:  Implementation 
and Litigation (Law 184)
The decisions being made by the Forest Service through travel planning will 
determine where quality wildlife habitat, clean water, and quiet recreation 
opportunities will still exist on our public lands, now and in the future.  Pan-
elists will discuss the major legal issues surrounding the USFS travel planning 
process, strategies for monitoring implementation efforts, and how to shift 
coalitions built through travel planning into working on the upcoming forest 
planning process. 
Tim Peterson, Broads Healthy Lands Project Director, Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Sarah Peters, Legal Liason, Wildlands CPR
Deb Wechselblatt, Restore Mt. Hood Campaign Manager, BARK

Green Construction & Sustainable Development (Law 242)
This panel will be a multifaceted discussion on new developments and 
legislation concerning “green” development. Topics will include new green 
building codes and other relevant legislation, the legal implications of  LEED 
and other standards, and an overview of  the City of  Portland’s new green 
building policy.
Caroline MacLaren, Attorney, Black Helterline
Gina Franzosa, Oregon State Director, Cascadia Region Green Building Council
Alisa Kane, Green Building Coordinator, City of  Portland
Andrea Simmons, Green Building Services Manager, Oregon Building Codes Division

Challenging Big Coal (Law 283)
This panel will focus on coal production and regulation of  coal mining under the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA).  Passed in 1977, SMCRA 
is the primary federal law that regulates the environmental effects of  coal mining 
in the United States.  The panelists will discuss how lawyers and communities 

can use SMCRA to challenge coal mining operations, the limitations of  SMCRA, and 
trends and other tools for dealing with coal mining operations.  
Brad Bartlett, Managing Attorney, Energy Minerals Law Center
Becca Bernard, Sr. Staff  Attorney, Trustees for Alaska
Carrie La Seur, President/Founder, Plains Justice

Tools for Addressing Climate Change Under the Existing Clean Air 
Act (Law 243)
There is plenty that can be done right now to address climate change under 
the existing Clean Air Act without waiting for Congress to act.  The panelists 
will discuss these various statutory tools and their work relating to coal plants, 
mobile sources, oil shale/tar sands development, and performance standards for 
industrial categories.  The panelists look forward to brainstorming with audience 
members regarding what more can be done to address climate change using the 
existing Clean Air Act.
Paul Cort, Staff  Attorney, Earthjustice (California Office)
John Barth, Attorney, Colorado
David Bender, Shareholder, Garvey McNeil & McGillivray, S.C.
Joro Walker, Director Utah Office, Western Resource Advocates
Teresa Clemmer, Professor / Assoc. Clinic Director, Vermont Law School

Rapanos/SWANCC Update: CWA Litigation Challenges and Pros-
pects for a Fix (Alsea-Coquille EMU)
Far from just wetlands cases, Rapanos and SWANCC have implications for all 
CWA litigation as citizen suits and enforcement actions are being stymied even in 
strong flowing perennial streams.  This panel will explain the implications of  Ra-
panos and SWANCC for CWA litigation, explain how litigators can build a CWA 
suit that can survive a Rapanos/SWANCC challenge, and discuss prospects for 
fixing the Rapanos/SWANCC problem in the new Congress and Administration.
Charlie Tebbutt, Attorney, Western Environmental Law Center
Mary Mastin, Attorney
Bruce Myers, Sr. Attorney, Environmental Law Institute

Using the Media for Fun and Profit (Walnut EMU)
What makes something “news”? How do I get my story out there? Why don’t re-
porters ever get it right? Journalists from a daily paper, an alternative weekly, radio 
and a magazine will answer these questions and more about how to get your story 
to the media and how to get your environmental issue heard.
Bennet Hall, Corvallis Gazette-Times/Albany Democrat-Herald
Camilla Mortensen, Eugene Weekly
Jessica Robinson, Jefferson Public Radio
Matt Jenkins, High Country News

Legal Strategies to Stop Hanford from Becoming a National 
Nuclear Waste Dump (Rogue EMU)
Hanford is the most contaminated site in the Western Hemisphere.  One million 
gallons of  high level nuclear waste have already leaked from its tanks, threatening 
the Columbia.  USDOE has three plans to make Hanford a national radioactive 
and hazardous waste dump.  This panel will discuss the risk of  these proposals, 
including trucking waste through Oregon; present legal and legislative strategies 
for stopping these proposals and requiring clean-up of  existing wastes; and offer 
opportunities for citizens and attorneys to get involved.
Gerry Pollet, Executive Director, Heart of  America Northwest
Michael Grainey, Director, Oregon Dept. of  Energy
Hyun Lee or Sasha Cornellier, Attorney, Heart of  America Northwest

Getting To Know Your Environmental Law Clinic 
And Student Attorney: How Can We Serve You? 
(Law 175)
Environmental law clinics are a core component of  

legal education at dozens of  law schools throughout the country.  These 
clinics provide practical experience for hundreds of  budding environ-
mental lawyers.   This panel will explore the value of  clinical students 
to their nonprofit clients, as well as address legitimate questions or 
concerns that naturally arise when a client is asked to accept student 
representation.  Come learn what clinics can do to assist your organiza-
tion.

Friday, February 27
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Tom Buchele, Pacific Environmental Advocacy Center, Lewis & Clark Law School
Deborah N. Behles, Env. Law & Justice Clinic, Golden Gate University School of  Law
Erica Jayne Thorson, Int’l Environmental Law Project, Lewis & Clark Law School
Larry Sanders, Turner Environmental Law Clinic, Emory University School of  Law
Michael Harris, Asst. Prof./Director, Environmental Law Clinic, University of  Denver

Experiences with EIA Laws from Around the 
World (Metolius-Owyhee EMU)
A group of  international environmental lawyers will 
discuss their experiences working with environmental 

impact assessment (EIA) laws from Asia, Europe, and the Middle East.  
Marketa Visinkova, Attorney, Ekologicky Pravni Servis / ELAW
Marty Bergoffen, Attorney, Karen Environmental & Social Action Network
Dr. Zsuzsanna Berki, Attorney, Env. Mgmt. & Law Assoc. / ELAW
Eike Albrecht, Professor, Centre for law and Administration at the Brandenburg University of  Cottbus

Climate Change Global Actions: From Despair to Possibility (Law 
241)
Philippine environmental lawyer Antonio Oposa, via a live video link from 
Manila, will speak about organizing global legal actions on climate change.   
UO Prof. John Bonine will moderate a discussion with Oregon participants.  
Oposa brought the world-famous, Oposa v. Factoran, recognizing standing to 
sue for future generations.
Antonio Oposa

PAUL PERSONS STUDENT RECEPTION
5:00 – 7:00 P.M. (Wesley Center, 1236 Kincaid St.)
This reception is named in memory of  Paul Persons, a noted 
environmental attorney, and beloved law professor at CSU, Chico.  We 
encourage all youthful activists and students from any school to attend 
this reception for a vegetarian, organic dinner and the opportunity to 
network with your peers. It is located on the west side of  campus (next 

to Rennie’s Landing). Many thanks to Misha Dunlap, Chico State students, 
and Mark Stemen for making this possible. Sponsors: Each One, Teach One of  
Northern California, and Students at Butte College and Chico State University.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES RECEPTION
5:30 – 7:00 P.M. (Many Nations Longhouse)
The Native peoples at the University of  Oregon welcome all indigenous 
conference attendees and their allies to this reception.  Light meal will be 
served.  Co-Sponsors: the Native American Law Student Association (NALSA), 
the Native American Student Union (NASU) and ENR’s Native Environmental 
Sovereignty Project.
 

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES (EMU Ballroom)
7:00 – 9:00 P.M.  
Katharine Redford
Matthew Pawa

PIELC CELEBRATION!
9:00 P.M. – 12:00 A.M. (WOW Hall, 291 8th Ave.)
Party With a Purpose: Solidarity With Earth Defenders, a fundraiser for the 
Civil Liberties Defense Center, PIELC participants are invited to raise a ruckus 
with musical guests David Rovics, the Whiskey Spots, Underscore Orkestra 
and the Rum Rebellion.  Additionally you will be entertained by author Derrick 
Jensen and poet Andrew Rodman.  Entry is a donation of  $10 - $50.  
Please Note: Buy your ticket early, limited number available! 
Beverages for sale separately inside.
http://www.cldc.org to buy tickets.

REGISTRATION 8:00 A.M. –  4:00 P.M. 

MORNING WORKSHOPS 

Ethics for Environmental Public Interest Lawyers 8:15 – 
10:15 A.M. (Fir EMU)
This workshop will address ethical issues and duties faced by lawyers 
representing environmental groups and government environmental 
agencies. Through the presentations and discussion, the workshop may 
help members of  each group to understand their own ethical duties, as 
well as the duties of  others, to the potential benefit of  all.
Larry D. Sanders, Esq., Acting Director, Turner Env. Law Clinic, Emory University
Michael V. Nixon, Esq., Attorney & Consultant

EARLY MORNING PANELS • 9:00 – 10:15 A.M.

Sacred Indigenous Estates Held in the Land (Longhouse) 
The panelists will discuss the effects of  collaborative governance, use 
of  eminent domain by tribal agencies, surrogate powers and Indig-
enous powers on sacred Indigenous estates held in the land, and will 
deliberate the effect of  the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of  Indigenous Peoples. 
William Blair, Technical Performance Auditor, Env. Science & Community, Infraspect
Calvin Hecocta, Natural Man
Art George, Indigenous Cultural Specialist
William G. Redel, Ph.D., World Indigenous Visions

The West’s Renewable Energy Economy:  Projects, Power 
Lines and Public Lands (Law 282)
Energy efficiency and renewable energy sources are significant components 

of  the West’s new energy economy.  Presently, eight of  eleven western states have 
renewable portfolio standards that are driving the need for large-scale wind, solar, 
and geothermal projects, as well as supporting transmission lines.  Interconnecting 
these clean energy sources will play a vital role in reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions and combating climate change.  The panel will discuss whether this exciting 
transformation will ensure the protection of  western public lands, wildlife species 
and tribal concerns.  
Direlle Calica, Assoc. Attorney, Schaff  & Clark-Deschene, LLC
Mark Salvo, Director, Sagebrush Sea Campaign, WildEarth Guardians
Amy Atwood, Sr. Attorney & Public Lands Energy Dir., Center for Biological Diversity

Genetically Engineered Trees, Agrofuels, and Other False 
Solutions to Climate Change (Law 243) 
Manufacturing biofuels from food has devastated ecosystems and worsened 
starvation.  Manufacturing biofuels from trees is proposed as an alternative. 
This is driving genetically engineered tree development and threatens both 
U.S. public lands and forests globally.  We will discuss these and other false 
solutions to climate change that threaten ecosystems, indigenous commu-
nities, and the climate.  We will also discuss a major climate mobilization 
being organized in the U.S. and worldwide to occur ten years after the WTO 
shutdown in Seattle. 
Anne Petermann, Executive Director, Global Justice Ecology Project
Jihan Gearon, Energy Campaigner, Indigenous Environmental Network
Brian Sloan, Activist, Rising Tide North America

Trial Skills 101  (Law 241)
Considering prosecuting environmental crimes? Or defending environmental 
activists? Or practicing plain old Erin Brokovich-style plaintiffs law? For all of  
these areas of  law, you could one day (soon) be required to deliver a success-
ful opening statement, adeptly cross-examine an expert witness, and persuade 
your jury with a successful closing argument. Learn some basics here and be a 
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step ahead of  the game. 
Stephanie J. Engelsman, Metropolitan Public Defender
Noah Horst, Metropolitan Public Defender

Clean Air Act: Year In Review (Law 142)
In 2008, courts showed an increasing frustration with EPA’s interpretation 
and application of  the federal Clean Air Act.  This panel will review the high-
lights (and lowlights) of  the major judicial opinions handed down under the 
federal Clean Air Act.  We will also take a brief  look ahead at important cases 
that are pending and discuss how things might change under the Obama 
Administration.
Paul Cort, Staff  Attorney, Earthjustice
David Bender, Shareholder, Garvey McNeil & McGillivray, S.C.
Adriano Martinez, Project Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council

Biological Contamination from Genetically Engineered 
Crops (Alsea-Coquille EMU) 
In this panel, a farmer and activist will tell her story of  how contami-
nation from GE papaya has harmed farmers and inspired activism. A 
biologist will provide a scientific perspective on GE contamination, and 
will also discuss GE crops grown for biofuel and pharmaceutical pro-
duction.  Finally, an attorney will discuss the regulatory framework for 
GE crops and will summarize recent victorious challenges to GE crop 
oversight under NEPA, the ESA, and the Plant Protection Act.
Sarah Sullivan, Funding Coordinator, Hawaii SEED
Lisa Weasel, Assoc. Prof. of  Biology, Portland State University
George Kimbrell, Staff  Attorney, The Center for Food Safety

The Trust Approach to Environmental Deci-
sion Making (Law 184)
The public trust doctrine has long been recognized as a 
legal tool with great potential for environmental protec-

tion.  However, for the past four decades, a limited understanding of  the 
doctrine’s underpinnings has greatly limited its utility.  This panel will explore 
the recent rediscovery of  the PTD’s constitutional underpinnings, the impli-
cations of  this new understanding, and other theories on the interplay of  the 
public trust doctrine with current environmental laws.  The new PTD applies 
to all critical natural resources; applies to the federal government; and, as a 
constitutional doctrine, is immune to legislative repeal or limitation.
Joe Guth, Legal Director, Science and Environmental Health Network
Mary Wood, Prof., University of  Oregon School of  Law
Douglas Grant, Cord Foundation Prof. of  Law, University of  Nevada, Las Vegas
John Davidson, Visiting Instructor, UO Dept. of  Pol. Sci. / Legal Director, Constitutional Law Foundation

Ending the Scourge of  Field Burning in Oregon (Law 110) 
Field burning has plagued the Willamette Valley for six decades, with 
consistently harmful and intermittently horrendous results.  Because of  
the work on the Western Environmental Law Center and others, there 
is now the best opportunity in years to end field burning, cleanse our 
common airshed, and save lives.  Learn how you can help ensure this 
happens. 
Dan Galpern, Attorney/Co-Director, Campaign to End Field Burning, WELC
Maya Leonard-Cahn, Coordinator, Campaign to End Field Burning, WELC
Representative Paul Holvey (D - Eugene), invited

Community Strategies for Organizing Against LNG: From 
NIMBY to Energy Independence (Law 175) 
The fight against liquefied natural gas development in Oregon has seen 
a major shift in the past year. State officials have joined the side of  the 
opposition movement and the anti-LNG coalition has engaged increas-
ingly in legal battles to delay development and address community 
concerns. This panel will include affected landowners and community 
organizers who will discuss effective strategies for broad-based com-
munity organizing and how the character of  the anti-LNG coalition 
has developed from a NIMBY fight to a defense of  public lands and a 
focus on energy independence.

Olivia Schmidt, Community Organizer, Columbia Riverkeeper and Sierra Club
Amy Hardwood, Program Director, BARK
Gayle Kiser, President, Landowners & Citizens for a Safe Community
Jody McCaffree, Director, Citizens Against the Pipeline
Cheryl Johnson, Volunteer Estuary Coordinator, Columbia Riverkeeper
Sha Spady, Chair, Oregon Citizens Against the Pipeline (Clackamas Chapter)

Climate Change: Global Response to a Global Challenge (Law 141) 
The Fourth IPCC Report concludes that climate change, as a result of  human 
activity, is unequivocal. An inevitable temperature increase of  2-3ºC suggests 
that we already have reached the “tipping point.” There is a great deal to do for 
lawyers. Without stringent global and national mitigation measures the face of  the 
planet will be far different from what we see today. Panelists will discuss legisla-
tive and policy measures to combat climate change on international and national 
levels.  
 William H. Rogers, Professor, University of  Washington School of  Law
Rachel Kastenberg, U.S. State Department
Telmo Esteban Fernandez, University of  Oregon LL.M. Student
Jeanette de Noack, Co-founder, Alianza de Derecho Ambiental (Guatemala) / ELAW
Euren Cuevas, Attorney, INSAPROMA (Dom. Republic) / ELAW

Technical Assistance for Community Groups Involved with Haz-
ardous Waste Sites (Law 283) 
Does your community group want to be more involved with the cleanup of  haz-
ardous sites in your area, but lacks the expertise to follow all the technical issues?  
Is it hard for your group to communicate concerns to the site regulators, and for 
them to communicate with your group?  This panel will show you the value of  a 
professional environmental consultant and what financial assistance may be avail-
able from your state or the federal government.
Whitney Fraser, Sr. Associate, Environmental Law International
Judy Smith, Community Involvement Coordinator, US EPA
Cathy Hendrickson, Cleanup Coordinator, Georgetown Community Council
Jason Alberich, Public Participation Grant Coord., Washington State Dept. of  Ecology

The Role of  Forest Conservation in Mitigating Global Warming 
(Rogue EMU) 
This panel will help people develop a deeper understanding of  the role of  forests 
in combating global warming. The timber industry perpetuates misconceptions 
that need to be debunked and clarified. Managing forests for carbon storage 
complements many other conservation goals.
Doug Heiken, Eugene Conservation & Restoration Coordinator, Oregon Wild
Mark Harmon, Endowed Chair of  Forest Ecosystem & Society, Oregon State Univ.
Randi Spivak, Executive Director, American Lands Alliance
Andy Kerr, Consultant, The Larch Company

LATE MORNING PANELS • 10:30 – 11:45 A.M.

Nuts and Bolts of  Setting Up Private Public Inter-
est Practice (Law 141)
Panelists will provide a variety of  experiences and perspec-
tives on the nuts and bolts of  starting a private practice in en-

vironmental law, including:  starting as a sole practitioner or a private partnership, 
founding a nonprofit environmental law firm, and starting a part-time practice in 
criminal defense while a staff  attorney at an environmental nonprofit.
Pam Hardy, Attorney
Daniel Kruse, Attorney/Legal Director, Cascadia Wildlands Project
Julia Olson, Attorney, Wild Earth Advocates
Chris Winter, Co-Executive Director/Staff  Attorney, CRAG Law Center

Life After Montana: Alternative Implementation Strategies for Envi-
ronmental Protection on the Reservation (Law 242)
Twenty-eight years after the Supreme Court decided the seminal case concerning Tribal 
jurisdiction over non-Indians on the reservation, Tribes and courts are still wrestling with 
the ability of  Tribal governments to enforce environmental regulations in Indian country.  
This panel will discuss creative methods to enforce environmental protection laws in 
Indian country without jeopardizing tribal sovereignty and avoiding diminishment claims.

Saturday, February 28



- 14 -

Rich McAllister, Former EPA General Counsel
Gwen Carter, Director, Nez Perce Tribe Water Resources
Ryan Sudbury, Partner, Davis & Sudbury Law
Bobby Bruno, Natural Resources Director, Warm Springs Tribe

Coal Keeps You in the Dark: The Hidden Costs of  “Clean Coal” 
(Law 142)
Coal and utility industries have spent millions touting “clean coal,” claiming low 
cost, abundance, and hi-tech schemes. But the full environmental, social, and hu-
man health costs of  the coal consumption cycle are excluded from the equation. 
Two dirty secrets of  that cycle are: 1) longwall mining, which accounts for 10 per-
cent of  all U.S. electricity while destroying aquifers, streams, wetlands, and people’s 
homes, farms, and communities; and 2) coal ash, the toxic waste from burning coal 
at nearly 500 U.S. power plants. 
Kristen Lombardi, Investigative Reporter, Center for Public Integrity
Michael V. Nixon, Litigation Chair, Citizens Coal Council
Aimee Erickson, Coordinator, Citizens Coal Council
Lisa Graves Marcucci, Pennsylvania Coordinator, Environmental Integrity Project

Voluntary Federal Public Lands Grazing Permit Retirement Legisla-
tion (Rogue EMU)
Congress enacted legislation in early 2009 that, in addition to establishing over 
a half-million acres of  new wilderness areas, would facilitate the retirement of  
livestock grazing on over one million acres of  public lands in Oregon and Idaho. 
Voluntary grazing permit buyout is ecologically imperative, economically rational, 
fiscally prudent, socially just, and politically pragmatic. It is a “golden saddle” for 
public lands ranchers that can advance the conservation and restoration of  federal 
public lands across the American West.
Andy Kerr, Director, National Public Lands Grazing Campaign
Mary O’Brien, Southern Utah Forests Projects Manager
Mark Salvo, J.D., Sagebrush Sea Project Coordinator, WildEarth Guardians
Dave Willis, Coordinator, Soda Mountain Wilderness Council
Liam Sherlock, J.D., Partner, Hutchinson, Cox, Coons, DuPriest, Orr & Sherlock

New Opportunities for Protecting Land, Air, and Water in the 111th 
Congress (Alsea-Coquille EMU)
With a change in administrations and a new Congress comes the potential for meaning-
ful legislative action on a range of  environmental issues. Panelists will discuss proposals 
to strengthen federal protections for land, air, and water, and offer their thoughts on 
prospects for passage. Major topics include natural resource development on federal 
lands, climate and emissions trading proposals, and the Clean Water Restoration Act, 
the legislative fix to the jurisdictional mess left by SWANCC and Rapanos.
Karin Sheldon, Executive Director, Western Resource Advocates
Charlie Tebbutt, Sr. Attorney, Western Environmental Law Center
Daniel Schramm, Law Fellow, Environmental Law Institute
Jay Austin, Sr. Attorney, Environmental Law Institute

Midnight Rules and the Endangered Species Act (Law 243)
This panel will provide an overview of  the midnight rulemaking regarding section 
7 consultations under the Endangered Species Act, implications of  the rulemakig, 
and the litigation on the rulemaking.
Janette Brimmer, Staff  Attorney, Earthjustice
Noah Greenwald, Biodiversity Program Director, Center for Biological Diversity
Andrew Wetzler, Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council

The Ozone Ambient Air Quality Standards and What They Mean for 
the American West (Law 282) 
A clean air paradigm shift is afoot in the American West. While many places in the 
West have battled smog for decades, the new ozone ambient air quality standards 
place the West in a position where significant areas—rural and urban—will violate 
these standards.  It’s time to assess what these standards mean for the West and 
where we can weigh in effectively to hold polluters and government agencies ac-
countable, fight fossil fuel dependence, and secure cleaner air for residents.
Mike Harris, Director, Environmental Law Clinic, University of  Denver
Jeremy Nichols, Climate and Energy Program Director, WildEarth Guardians
Amy Mall, Sr. Lands Policy Analyst, Natural Resources Defense Council
Brent Newell, Legal Director, Center on Race Poverty and the Environment

Terrorism, Property Crimes, and the Future of  Environmental 
Activism (Law 175) 
As a result of  the last 10 years and the gross expansion of  the “terror-
ism” word, activism is under a dire threat.  How did this state of  the law 
come about, how will it effect the environmental movement, and what 
can we do to combat this grave erosion of  constitutional rights and 
liberties.  Discussion of  the federal terrorism enhancement as applied to 
Green Scare ecoprisoners, the Un-Patriot Act, and the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act will be covered. 
Lauren Regan, Attorney/Director, Civil Liberties Defense Center
Derrick Jensen, Author

Advancing Separation of  Corporation & State: A Strategy Ses-
sion (Law 110)
This panel will examine needs for separating corporation and state including 
corporate advantages under tax, bankruptcy, and liability laws, and through 
rights intended for natural persons. Draft language for constitutional amend-
ment and federal statutes and strategies including state vs. federal approach-
es, networking, outreach, and coordination will also be explored. The goal is 
to establish an ad hoc working group to produce final language for introduc-
ing on the 20th anniversary of  the Exxon Valdez oil spill (March 24, 2009).
Riki Ott, Ph.D., Author/Activist/Scientist
Charlie Cray, Policy Analyst & Director, Center for Coprorate Policy

Access to Information: A Global Right (Law 241)
Accessing information from government entities is a 
crucial tool for environmental advocates.  This panel 
will provide an overview of  the state of  access to 

information laws from around the world and highlight specific issues that 
attorneys face when using these laws.  
Maurice Odhiambo Makoloo, Director, ILEG (Kenya) / ELAW
Olena Kravchenko, Environment-People-Law (Ukraine) / ELAW
Joseph Foti, Associate, World Resources Institute
Joost Rutteman, Attorney, Netherlands Society for Nature and Env. / ELAW

U.S. and International Perspectives on Climate Change Mitiga-
tion (Longhouse)
This panel will address policy approaches to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions at both the domestic and international levels.  More specifically, 
panelists will discuss:  efforts to establish a national (U.S.) mitigation policy, 
status of  the international climate negotiation process, potential mitigation 
policies to be adopted by developing countries in the post-2012 commitment 
period, and reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in 
developing countries (REDD).
Melissa Powers, Assistant Prof., Lewis & Clark Law School
Chris Wold, Associate Prof., Lewis & Clark Law School
Dave Grossman, Sr. Consulting Attorney, Climate Law & Policy Project
John Dernbach, Prof., Widener University School of  Law

Legal Strategies for Defeating Liquefied Natural Gas (Law 184)
The panel will discuss the legal issues and strategies arising from the 
campaign to halt development of  three LNG import plants and associated 
pipelines in Oregon.  Recent ballot measure victories, a statewide LNG bill, 
eminent domain, LUBA appeals, and multiple state and federal legal chal-
lenges will be discussed in the context of  this successful grassroots campaign 
stretching from the Columbia River to Coos Bay.
Brent Foster, Special Counsel, Oregon Attorney General’s Office
Brett VandenHuevel, Executive Director, Columbia Riverkeeper
Brenna Bell, Staff  Attorney, Willamette Riverkeeper
Francis Eatherington, Forest Protector, Umpqua Wild

KEYNOTE ADDRESS (EMU Ballroom)
12:15 – 2:00 P.M.  
Derrick Jensen
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NAELS SPECIFIC EVENT
2:15 – 5:00 P.M.
2009-2012 NAELS Planning Session (Law 141)

SPECIAL EVENT (EXCURSION): 
Climb the Butte
2:00 – 5:00 P.M Hike - Meet by Information Desk
Van supplied. Wear sturdy shoes, warm socks, and coat. Volcano views and big 
tree hugging. Moderately strenuous.  Led by Josh Laughlin, Cascadia Wildlands Project

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS • 2:15 – 4:15 P.M.
2:15 – 4:15 (Rogue EMU)
Preserving Biodiversity in the Age of  Climate Change: Should 
We and Can We Be Gardeners and Zookeepers?
Climate change is shifting environmental conditions across the landscape.  
Given the degree of  habitat fragmentation, the rapid onset of  change, and 
other anthropogenic stressors, countless species that may struggle to adapt 
to these changes are imperiled.  So how should biodiversity conservationists 
respond?  How can we act effectively and sustainably?  What does existing sci-
entific research suggest, and where are there gaps in knowledge?  How should 
conservationists, policy makers, and land managers approach these issues? 
Bruce Hamilton, Deputy Executive Director, Sierra Club
John H. Matthews, Ph.D., Freshwater Climate Change Spc., WWF Climate Adaptation Ctr.
Sara O’Brien, Private Lands Conservation Associate, Defenders of  Wildlife
Daniel J. Rohlf, Professor, Lewis and Clark Law School, Pacific Environmental Advocacy Ctr.

2:15 – 5:00 P.M. (Ben Linder EMU)
Direct Action Against the Fossil Fuel Empire
Planning  non-violent direct actions – civil disobedience, roadblocks, billboard 
takeovers, and much more - can be intimidating, but with a little bit of  prac-
tice and training anyone can do it!  We’ll survey global direct action based re-
sistance to fossil fuel development featuring photos and artwork from around 
the world, while providing training in action planning and doing interactive 
role-plays based on real life scenarios. 
Brian Sloan
Kim Marks
Ant Villagomez

EARLY AFTERNOON PANELS • 2:15 – 3:30 P.M.

Q &A With Derrick Jensen (Fir EMU)
Hailed as the philosopher poet of  the ecological movement, Derrick Jensen 
argues that industrial civilization, and the persistent and widespread violence it 
requires, cannot last. In Derrick’s talks around the country, he repeatedly asks 
his audiences, “Does anyone think this culture will voluntarily transform to a 
sustainable way of  living?” No one ever says yes.  If  we really accept the seri-
ousness of  the situation, what would that mean for our strategy and tactics? 
Derrick will meet with conference attendees to continue this discussion from 
his keynote presentation.
Derrick Jensen, Author

Summers v. Earth Island Institute: Ripeness, Standing, and Relief  
for Facial Challenges (Law 142)
Recent environmental Supreme Court decisions will be discussed by panelists 
who argued the cases.
Matt Kenna, Attorney, Western Environmental Law Center
Scott Nelson, Attorney, Public Citizen

Tales of  Recovering Hill Staff (Law 184)
With the incoming Obama Administration, conservationists have once again 
begun to think “offense” rather than “defense” in advancing their natural 
resources agenda in the halls of  Congress and the White House.  These two 
seasoned veterans from inside the Beltway will give you their newly-outside-
the-Beltway insights on what to expect from the Obama Administration and 

the 111th Congress on public lands policy and legislation, offer tips on how to 
succeed, and warn of  pitfalls and missed opportunities based on experience.
Susan Jane Brown, Former Natural Resources Defense Counsel for U.S. Congressman DeFazio
Mark Rey, Former Under Secretary of  Agriculture for Natural Resources

Updates on TVA Coal Ash Disaster (Law 282)
This past December, over one billion gallons of  toxic sludge breached a retention 
wall, washing away homes and poisoning the watershed.  This panel will explain 
the disaster, including the impacts on the community, dangers of  coal ash, water 
test results, and responses from Congress, TVA, EPA, and the Tennessee Depart-
ment of  Environment and Conservation (TDEC).  Also, find out about the his-
tory of  EPA’s failure to regulate coal ash, other disasters nationwide, and how to 
investigate what is happening in your state.
Mary Mastin, Attorney/Legal Chair, Tennessee Ch. Sierra Club
Lisa Evans, Attorney, Earthjustice
Scott Gollwitzer, Counsel, Appalachian Voices
Brian Paddock, Attorney/Member, Tennessee Ch. Sierra Club

Health Impact Assessment in NEPA: An Emerging Dialogue and 
Practice (Law 242)
NEPA provides a statutory directive for including analysis of  effects on human 
health in EIA. Recent experience with health impact assessment (HIA) tools and 
methods in the United States demonstrates that human health concerns can be 
integrated into EIA through inter disciplinary practice. This panel will review 
regulatory requirements for health analysis under NEPA, provide case examples 
of  integrated HIA/EIA, explore the role of  public health practitioners and com-
munity members as change agents, and identify the needs, obstacles and challenges 
to institutionalizing integrated practice. 
Sarah K Heaton, National Center for Environmental Health, U.S. CDC
Rajiv Bhatia, San Francisco Dept. of  Public Health
Juliana Grant, Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry
Rosemary Ahtuangaruak, Inupiat Community of  the Arctic Slope Region (Alaska)

Permaculture: Designing A Greener Future (Law 241)
Join us for a discussion about what permaculture is and how the ethics and prin-
ciples of  permaculture can create the framework for a sustainable future. Find out 
how permaculture is being applied today and about the related legal challenges. 
Come and discuss how we can build a healthy world that goes beyond sustainabil-
ity, in both its physical and social systems, and into abundance. 
Stan Wilson, Infrastructure Coordinator, Skills for the New Millenium Tour
Jude Hobbs, Cascadia Permaculture Institute
Brenna Bell, Director, Recode Project, Tryon Life Community Farm
Delyla Wilson, Project Coordinator, Skills for the New Millenium Tour

The Destruction of  Sacred Lands (Longhouse)
This panel will illuminate the outcomes of  multiple government agencies 
side-stepping historic preservation and land use laws by choosing not to notify 
‘interested parties’ of  upcoming projects such as highway building.  The outcome 
is the potential destruction of  sacred Native American sites, including burial sites, 
cultural and religious sites, medicine sites, and usual and accustomed places. 
Chief  Johnny Jackson, Mt. Hood Sacred Lands Preservation Alliance
Chief  Wilbur Slockish, Mt. Hood Sacred Lands Preservation Alliance
Carol Logan, Mt. Hood Sacred Lands Preservation Alliance
James Nicita, Attorney

Do We Need Another Mega-Port on the Pacific 
Coast? (Law 175)
The Mexican Government is promoting development of  
an enormous port in Baja California – a port in the Bay of  

Colonet.  The port would be designed as a place to unload containers bringing more 
consumer goods from Asia to the U.S.  Advocates evaluating the proposal and its 
impact on local communities and the environment will be speaking on this panel. 
Carla Garcia Zendejas, Attorney
Fernando Ochoa Pineda, General Director, Defensa Ambiental del Noroeste
Jennifer Gleason, Staff  Attorney, Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide
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Thrillcraft: Motorized Recreation on Public Lands (Law 110)
This panel will look at the threats posed by thrillcraft on public lands and current 
efforts to reign in this use.  
George Wuerthner, Foundation for Deep Ecology
Cyndi Tuell, Center for Biological Diversity
Bethanie Walder, Executive Director, Wildlands CPR

Sustaining Oregon’s Ocean: Oregon’s Public Process to Establish a Sys-
tem of  Marine Reserves and Protected Areas in State Waters (Law 243)
Governor Kulongoski issued an executive order directing Oregon Department of  
Fish and Wildlife to lead his agencies in hosting a public process for nominating 
ecologically important areas.
Dr. Mark Hixon, Chair MPA Federal Advisory Committee, Oregon State Univ.
Susan Allen (PEG), Director, Our Ocean
Paul Engelmeyer, Governor’s Advisory Committee (OPAC)
Jeff  Miles, Fisherman, Port Orford

SPECIAL EVENT (PRESENTATION)
3:45 – 5:00 P.M.
Bring Back the Buffalo: A Musical, Video & Discussion (Longhouse)
Music will be performed by Good Shield, a Native American musician that calls 
his band 7th Generation Rise.  Mike Mease from the Buffalo Field Campaign will 
show a video and open discussion about the plight of  America’s last wild, free and 
genetically pure Buffalo.
Mike Mease, Co-Founder, Buffalo Field Campaign
Good Shield, Native American Musician, 7th Generation Rise

SPECIAL FILM EVENTS:
3:45 P.M. (Ballroom EMU)
Ceremony Comes Home (20 Minutes)
Directed By Will Doolittle
The Winnemem Tribal Chief  Caleen Sisk Franco brings back the traditional coming 
of  age ceremony on the McCloud (Winnemem River), the first since the 1920’s.  
Her daughter Marine completes the ceremony surrounded by her family, tribe, and 
supporters despite interferences.

Everything you always wanted to know about Nuclear Power but were 
afraid to ask (36 Minutes)
Directed by David Weisman, 2009
In the face of  global climate change, nuclear power is being touted as a possible 
solution...but will it work? At times whimsical yet disturbing, this documentary uses 
archive materials to explore nuclear power’s history--in the industry’s own words--and 
juxtaposes it with contemporary analysis by economists, scientists, regulators, and 
consumer advocates.  On the web at www.everythingnuclear.org.

LATE AFTERNOON PANELS • 3:45 – 5:00 P.M.
 
Dams on the Salween/Nu River: A Tragedy Unfolding (Law 175)
The Salween River (Nu River in China) is Southeast Asia’s last pristine waterway. 
However, five megadams are currently planned for Burma, and between four and 
thirteen dams are proposed for China’s stretch. The dams will be built by Chinese 
and Thai companies in cooperation with the military dictators who have ruled 
Burma since 1962. Forced displacement of  villages, rapacious forest cutting and 
increased floods and droughts will devastate the Salween Basin, but the authorities 
responsible refuse to admit these impacts. 
Laueh Roland, Former Deputy Director, Karen River Watch
Kristen McDonald, Director, China Rivers Project
Alisa Loveman, Volunteer, International Rivers and Burma Rivers Network
Marty Bergoffen, Attorney, Karen Environmental and Social Action Network

Energy Efficiency: Our Cleanest Source of  Power (Law 242)
Energy efficiency is the quickest, cleanest, and safest way to reduce our depen-
dence on dirty fossil fuels, and therefore, our greenhouse gas emissions.  Un-
like renewable energy, efficiency does not require the expansion of  expensive 
transmission lines through environmentally sensitive lands.  Additionally, investing 

in energy efficiency creates local green jobs that cannot be outsourced.  This 
panel will address how much energy we can save through efficiency and the 
ways we can make our buildings and ourselves more energy efficient.  
Steve Weiss, Sr. Policy Associate, Northwest Energy Coalition
Linda Dethman, Dethman & Associates
Jana M. Linderman, Staff  Attorney, Plains Justice
David Naccarato, McKinstry

Lakeview Forest Stewardship (Law 243)
The Lakeview Stewardship Group is a highly successful collaboration of  
conservationists, timber industry, and rural community leaders working 
together to restore 500,000 acres in Oregon’s Fremont-Winema National 
Forest.  The group works with the Forest Service to increase thinning of  
low elevation ponderosa pine forests, reduce road densities, and monitor the 
ecological health of  the forest.   This panel will discuss how the Lakeview 
Stewardship Group is dealing with the impacts of  global warming and other 
problems facing many western forests. 
Jim Walls, Executive Director, Lake County Resources Initiative
Rick Brown, Defenders of  Wildlife
Andy Kerr, Sr. Counselor, The Larch Company
Mike Anderson, Sr. Resource Analyst, The Wilderness Society

Ocean Zoning or Marine Gold Rush?  Regulatory Considerations 
in Turning Water Into Watts in the Wild, Wild West (Law 283)
Hydrokinetic power project applications are spiking as the country seeks 
clean, renewable energy.  But tension exists between the desire to develop 
“good” electricity and the need to protect fisheries and migrating whales 
from the effects of  constructing and operating giant turbine arrays. How can 
we provide regulatory certainty for developers in this nascent industry while 
preventing bad projects and adaptively managing good ones?  Is ocean zon-
ing a viable solution? Panelists share Federal, State, and NGO perspectives 
on ocean energy. 
Kathryn Kempton, Attorney/Advisor, NOAA Office of  the General Counsel (SW Region)
Paul Klarin, Policy Analyst, Oregon Dept. Land Conservation & Development
Therese Hampton, Principal, H&H Solutions LLC
Pete Stauffer, Ocean Ecosystem Project Manager, Surfrider Foundation

Pesticide Regulation and Endangered Species (Law 184)
This panel will discuss the impacts that pesticides used in the United States 
can have on threatened and endangered species.  We will particularly focus 
on impacts to salmon and steelhead populations throughout the Pacific 
Northwest and California, as well as impacts to the San Francisco Bay 
ecosystem.  Our discussion will include a review the most current science 
on how pesticides can harm wildlife, techniques for assessing and prioritiz-
ing risks to species from pesticides, and recent litigation involving pesticide 
registrations and listed species. 
Joshua Osborne-Klein, Assoc. Attorney, Earthjustice
Justin Augustine, Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity
Aimee Code, Staff, Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides
Glen Spain, Pacific Coast Federation of  Fisherman’s Associations
Curt Bradley, Staff, Center for Biological Diversity

Lawsuits Aimed at Environmental Advocates: 
Global Perspectives (Law 142)
Environmental advocates working in the public inter-
est often face intimidation, threats, and lawsuits.  This 

group of  international lawyers will describe examples of  legal actions that 
have been brought against environmental lawyers, NGOs, and government 
officials for the purpose of  preventing effective enforcement of  environ-
mental laws.    
Liz Mitchell, Staff  Attorney, ELAW
Mara Bocaletti, Law Professor, Universidad Rafael Landívar (Guatemala) / ELAW
Ma. Ronely Bisquera-Sheen, Exec. Dir., Tanggol Kalikasan (Phillipines) / ELAW

Saturday, February 28
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It’s Time for a Change: The Forest Practices Act (Law 241)
The Oregon Forest Practices Act was a breakthrough in 1971, but it has 
become eclipsed and outdated in the intervening 38 years. Health and human 
rights issues of  pesticide use, economic losses of  short rotations, failure to 
include the often-greater non-timber forest benefits, global warming, failure 
of  highway “beauty strips”, and use of  defective economic analyses all de-
mand a thorough revisioning of  the FPA.   
Maia Holliday, Member, Coastal Concern
Tom Bender, Member, Coastal Concern
John Sundquist, Board Member, Forest Land Dwellers
Drew Johnson, Law Student

Fighting Coal Fired Power Plants (Law 110)
Generating electricity from coal is one of  our most environmentally destruc-
tive activities.  From deadly soot to global warming to water consumption, 
coal-fired power plants are generally found at or near the top of  the list of  
causes of  environmental problems.  Yet, we currently generate about 48% 
of  our electricity from coal-fired power plants and there are dozens more in 
some stage of  development.  This panel will discuss various ways to chal-
lenge coal-fired power plants, both existing and proposed.
Robert Ukeiley, Attorney, Kentucky
Patrice L. Simms, Sr. Project Attorney, Natural Resources Defense Council
Aubrey Baldwin, Staff  Attorney, Pacific Environmental Advocacy Center

REGISTRATION 9:00 – 11:00 A.M. 

EARLY MORNING PANELS  •  9:00 – 10:15 A.M.

The Politics of  Recognition: The Process and Political Effects of  
the Federal Recognition of  Native American Tribes (Longhouse) 
This panel will bring together Tribal leaders, members, and attorneys from 
several regional tribes to share their own stories relating to recognition, as 
well as to discuss the benefits of  federal recognition, the politics surrounding 
restoration of  recognition, and the lingering impacts of  termination.
Caleen Sisk-Franco, Winnemum Wintu Spiritual Leader and Chief
Mark Franco, Winnemem Wintu Head Man
Calvin Hecocta, Natural Man

Protecting the Attorney-Client Privilege Among Environmental 
Groups: Exploring “The Cone of  Silence” (Law 175)
 Explore with seasoned lawyers the context of  the Attorney-Client Privilege 
and how this can be waived by environmental clients, both before actions 
are brought, as well as throughout a case. Leading cases on inadvertant 
disclosures, common interest agreements and their expiration, and defense 
agreements will also be discussed. Finally, we will explore specific instances 
where waiver will exist and the associated case law supporting such waivers.
Bill Carpenter, Attorney
Michael V. Nixon, Attorney
Marianne Dugan, Attorney

Tackling Stormwater Pollution in the Pacific Northwest: Up-
dates and Ideas from the Frontlines (Law 241) 
Stormwater pollution is a hot button issue nation-wide.  This panel will 
address how public interest groups in the Pacific Northwest develop and 
implement innovative tactics to tackle stormwater pollution.  Updates in-
clude: cutting edge Clean Water Act lawsuits, identifying key sources of  toxic 
pollution from stormwater and citizen enforcement actions.
Chris Winter, Co-Executive Director & Staff  Attorney, CRAG Law Center
Brian Knutsen, Attorney, Smith & Lowney PLLC
Lauren Goldberg, Staff  Attorney, Columbia Riverkeeper

LL.M. RECEPTION
4:00 – 5:00 P.M. (Law 225)
All LL.M. graduates and LL.M. students are cordially invited to a reception 
hosted by the UO LL.M. program in Environmental and Natural Resource 
Law. An LL.M. is an advanced law specialization degree.  Anyone interested in 
learning more about the UO LL.M. program is also welcome.

NAELS ALUMNI/STUDENT MEETUP
5:00 – 7:00 P.M.
NAELS students and alumni should join us for a chance 
to gather, meet new folks, and enjoy some refreshments 
at a local watering hole, right down the street at Villard St. Pub, 1417 Villard St.

PRIVATE UO ALUMNI RECEPTION
5:00 – 7:00 P.M. (Lewis Lounge, 4th Floor)
All University of  Oregon School of  Law alumni are welcome to attend a 
reception in the Lewis Lounge.  Take the elevator by the north entrance.

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES (EMU Ballroom)
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Gail Small
Fernando Ochoa Pineda/Carla Garcia Zendejas

Losing Federal Environmental Law:  Present and Future Waivers of  
Environmental Laws (Law 184)
This panel will discuss Congressional waivers of  federal environmental law.  
Examples include:  the waiver of  all environmental laws for border wall and road 
construction at the southern border (broadest waiver in American history) and the 
waiver of  environmental laws for construction on Mt. Graham, a sacred Native 
American site and critical habitat in southern Arizona.  The panel will conclude 
with identifying potential future waivers (e.g., the stimulus bill?) and a discussion 
of  how to prevent a proliferation of  these measures.
Dinah Bear, Esq., Attorney, Washington, D.C.
Jay Johnson-Castro, Co-Executive Director, Rio Grande International Study Center
Michael V. Nixon, Esq., Attorney
Mary O’Brien, Utah Forest Project Manager, Grand Canyon Trust

Public Lands Energy: Year in Review (Law 110)
The final year of  the Bush Administration saw a tremendous push for fossil 
fuel and uranium development on public lands. Panelists will highlight some of  
the battles where advocates worked to hold the line on oil and gas drilling and 
uranium mining near national parks and wilderness, coal plants and mining, and 
a regulatory infrastructure for oil shale and tar sands, and to make room for a 
fundamentally different energy pathway to emerge.
David Garbett, Staff  Attorney, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
John Barth, Attorney
Taylor McKinnon, Public Lands Program Director, Center for Biological Diversity
Melissa Thrailkill, Staff  Attorney, Center for Biological Diversity

Environmental Advocacy Through Video (Law 142) 
Short videos from several countries will be presented by 
environmental lawyers on the Danube Delta, the Bhopal 
tragedy, illegal rainforest logging, indigenous peoples, and 

mining and forests.  Time for questions will follow.
Olya Melen, Attorney (Ukraine)
Carla Garcia Zendejas, Attorney (On Behalf  of  India)
John Foti, Movie Producer
Theivanai Amarthalingam, Attorney (Malaysia)
Andres Pirazolli, Attorney (Chile)
Ma. Ronely Bisquera-Sheen, Exec. Dir., Tanggol Kalikasan (Phillipines)

Saturday, February 28

Sunday, March 1
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SPECIAL EVENT (EXCURSION): 
10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. (Registration Table)
Cascades Raptor Center, a nonprofit nature center and wildlife hospital in SE 
Eugene.  View over 60 non-releasable birds of  33 native species.  See a program 
on raptors with birds out on the glove; then finish with a self-guided tour.  Vans 
provided, $3.00 donation suggested.

SPECIAL FILM EVENT: 
10:00 A.M. (Ballroom EMU)
Black Wave (99 Minutes)
Directed by Robert Cornellier
In the early hours of  March 24th 1989 the Exxon Valdez oil supertanker runs aground 
in Alaska. It discharges millions of  gallons of  crude oil. The incident becomes the 
biggest environmental catastrophe in North American history. In a flash, dramatic 
images shoot across the planet. They show thousands of  carcasses of  dead seabirds 
and sea otters covered in oil. A thick black tide rises and covers the beaches of  
once-pristine Prince William Sound. For twenty years, Riki Ott and the fishermen 
of  the little town of  Cordova, Alaska, have waged the longest legal battle in U.S. 
history against the world’s most powerful oil company - ExxonMobil. They tell us 
all about the environmental, social, and economic consequences of  the black wave 
that changed their lives forever. This is the legacy of  the Exxon Valdez.

LATE MORNING PANELS  •  10:30 – 11:45 A.M.

Restoring  the Keystone Hydrological Engineer: Beaver (Law 110)
During climate change, beaver are keystone hydrological engineers for water stor-
age, creek restoration, riparian expansion, wetlands formation, and season-long 
water flows and subirrigation. Yet they are often absent from private lands and 
federal public lands in the West. This panel explores current efforts to restore 
functional beaver populations to their habitat.
Mary O’Brien, Southern Utah Forest Project Manager, Grand Canyon Trust
Mike Peterson, Executive Director, The Lands Council
Kate Martin, Bridge Creek Watershed Coordinator, Oregon Natural Desert Association

Bicycle Lifestyle (Law 184) 
Two student activists describe what a bicycle lifestyle entails and how they have 
applied it to their lives. This panel will go into detail and discuss various ways in 
which a bicycle lifestyle can be applied in everyday situations for all people. Panel-
ists will share their personal experience with bicycles and demonstrate how this 
creates a deeper connection with the Earth. Individuals who love or haven’t yet 
discovered their love for bicycles are encouraged to attend. 
Lucia Pinotti, Bicycle Lover
Mark Herrera, Bicycle Lover

Sub-national Climate Action in the Obama Age: Are State and 
Local Governments Still Relevant? (Law 141)
Many states and municipalities have moved forward in recent years with seri-
ous efforts to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.  California and the WCI are 
adopting a regional cap and trade program. RGGI’s auction is in full swing, 
and cities are revamping land use and building practices.  But what is the 
continued relevance of  sub-national climate action given the Obama admin-
istration?  Hear views on which of  these programs are likely to be preempted 
by federal law and whether sub-nationals should be focusing on different 
types of  climate work. 
Cara Horowitz, Exec. Dir., Emmett Ctr. on Climate Change & the Env., UCLA
Kathy Trisolini, Environmental Law Faculty, UCLA
Laura Zuckerman, Deputy Attorney General, California Attorney General’s Office

Video Advocacy: Changing Law & Policy with Video & Online 
Technologies (Law 142)
Documentary video footage contains powerful images and its stories have an 
unrivaled candid authority to prompt awareness, concern and action. Sixteen 
years ago, musician Peter Gabriel realized this and began WITNESS. WIT-
NESS gives cameras to activists across the globe and more importantly, trains 
them on how to create advocacy videos and strategically distribute them to 
heighten the impact of  a campaign for change. Using illustrative case studies, 
this discussion will provide an overview of  how video advocacy works. 
Kelly Matheson, Program Coordinator (N. America), WITNESS
Chris Michael, Hub Coordinator, WITNESS

CLOSING KEYNOTE ADDRESS (EMU Ballroom)
12:15 – 1:30 P.M. 
Riki Ott

Sunday, March 1

Dinners will end just before the evening keynote speakers begin. 
Table seating is limited, but food is welcome in the regular 
seating area as well.  Stop by registration ahead of  time to get 
your materials.

Meal Schedule
 Lunches

Friday, February 27 –12:00 – 2:00 P.M.
Steamed Broccoli, Pasta with Marinara and with Pesto, Salad, 
Bread, Paremsan Cheese (side), Assorted Cookies, Iced Tea & 

Lemonade

Saturday, February 28 – 12:00 – 2:00 P.M.
Vegan Jambalaya, Carrot Ginger Soup, Fruit Salad, Chick Pea 
& Tomato Salad, Vegan Sheetcakes, Iced Tea & Lemonade

Dinners
Friday, February 27 – 5:30 – 7:00 P.M.

Vegetarian Fajita Bar, Vegan Black Beans & Rice, Flour 
& Corn Tortillas, Salad, Chips & Salsa, Plain Yogurt, 

Guacamole, Iced Tea & Coffee

Saturday, February 28 – 5:30 – 7:00 P.M.
Noodles in Peanut Sauce with Vegetables, Tofu Skewers, 

Green Salad, Rolls & Butter, Apple Crips, Iced Tea & Coffee

All meals are vegetarian with vegan options.  When possible, 
ingredients are from Oregon, Washington, and California.  
Meals will be served in the Oak Room (EMU), across from 
the Ballroom, with seating provided in the Gumwood Room 
during the speeches.  
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DISCLAIMER
 LAW strives to provide a broad spectrum of  opinions and asks attendees to respect the various viewpoints you will encounter at 

PIELC.  Listen. Question. Engage. Debate. But always do so with respect. The statements and opinions at PIELC belong solely to the 
individual speakers, and do not represent the position of  the University of  Oregon, Land Air Water, or Friends of  Land Air Water.  LAW 

requests that attendees respect the facilities, volunteers, and presenters that make PIELC possible.
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Land Air Water would like to extend a special thank you to the Native American Law Students Association (NALSA) for co-sponsoring 
all of  the panels taking place in the University’s Many Nations Longhouse, located right behind the Knight Law Center.  NALSA is open 
to anyone interested in the education and/or reform of  legal issues involving Native Americans and other Indigenous Peoples.  LAW 
would also like to thank the College of  Behavioral and Social Sciences, CSU, Chico, and Each One, Teach One of  Northern 
California for their sponsorship of  the student reception, and ENR’s Native Environmental Sovereignty Project for co-
sponsorship of  the Longhouse reception.

In addition, LAW would like to thank the following PIELC co-sponsors: Associated Students of  the University of  Oregon (ASUO), 
Environmental and Natural Resources Law (ENR) Program, Journal of  Environmental Law and Litigation (JELL) and the 
National Association of  Environmental Law Societies (NAELS).



GUIDELINES FOR CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION

A large number of people from different cultures, countries, and communities will attend this conference.  For some, this may be 
the first time they interact with such a diverse group of people.  Cultural differences involve different protocols and procedures 
for communication, and ignorance of these differences may lead to misunderstandings.  All conference attendees should 
approach others with respect and make an honest effort to observe and understand different modes of communication.  While it is 
impossible to synthesize a single protocol for interacting with all Peoples, please be mindful of the following guidelines:

RECORDING POLICY 

Land Air Water is experimenting with internet publication possibilities, and select panels and keynote presentations may eventually be 
available online. For further information regarding acquiring a recording, visit: www.pielc.org.

Attendees may record keynote presentations with their own equipment. For EMU Ballroom sessions, LAW will provide a media feed 
box in the designated media area. Media will be given preference for feed access, with remaining feeds available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. A limited number of available XLR outputs can be individually switched at the output to provide a microphone or line 
level signal. Limited AC power will be available. Anyone connecting equipment to these outputs must supply all cords and adapters 
necessary for a successful connection. In-house technical staff will verify the presence of a clean, correctly modulated signal at each 
of the feed box’s outputs. The user is responsible for maintaining the signal quality beyond that point. Unless specific exceptions are 
cleared through LAW staff in advance, no additional microphones or other devices are permitted on or in the vicinity of the ballroom 
stage and lectern. If you need additional technical information, please contact UO Event Services at (541) 346-3087.

All participants in audio or video recording acknowledge and respect the copyrights and exclusive ownership of the performances by 
the presenters. All taping must be for personal use only, which may include trading. Recordings may be traded only for an equivalent 
amount of similar media. All recordings made at the Public Interest Environmental Law Conference are strictly for educational use only 
and shall not be distributed for financial gain of any kind. Unauthorized sale, duplication, and/or distribution are strictly forbidden. We 
reserve the right to withdraw our sanction of non-commercial recording on a case-by-case basis or as we deem necessary. No waiver of 
any copyright or trademark right is intended.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
 LAW is an equal opportunity group committed to cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
This publication will be made available in accessible formats upon request.  For special accomodations, please contact the LAW office 
at 541-346-3828.  Sign language interpreters will be present at all keynote speeches.

In general, try to show respect at all times, especially to elders 
in the group.  Act as you would in front of your own leaders, 
spiritual people, and role models.

Always ask before photographing or recording someone.

Prayer is very important, and there are many ways people pray.
If someone seems to be deeply focused, it is best to be patient 
and respectful.  Please wait for his or her attention.

Be respectful of silence.

Do not speak of indigenous cultures in the past tense.  There are 
many thriving indigenous Peoples among us today.

Many non-Western cultures do not practice the “firm business 
handshake,” and some cultures may feel that it is impolite to stare 
directly into someone’s eyes.  Try to follow the social cues of 
those with whom you are interacting.

Do not exclude people; treat everyone as your relatives.

Some speakers may choose to open a talk with a prayer or song.  
It is a sign of respect to stand at these times and not to take 
pictures.

Do not walk between or interrupt people who are speaking.  If you 
would like to join the conversation, wait for them to give you their 
attention.
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This year’s brochure is printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper; the remaining 70% is FSC-certified wood pulp

Thank you for participating in the 27th Annual Public Interest Environmental Law Conference!


